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Robert Kirkman is а very lucky guy. 


Y'see, not every one is born with the kind of imagination апа ability 10 

craft the sheer volume of stories that Robert does. It's like his mind is a 
warehouse packed to the rafters with colorful, well-rounded and fascinating 
characters that he's able to weave complex and engaging stories for and 
around. If you're ANY Kind of comic book fan, you're bound to have heard of 
at least ONE of Robert's myriad creator-owned projects--books like the 
red-hot popular WALKING DEAD, CAPES, TECH JACKET, BRIT... and my 
absolute favorite of ALL of them, the one you're holding in your hands now, 
INVINCIBLE. Like most folks my age, | grew up reading superhero comics-- 
and 1 still love them, deep down. But as the years-- the decades-- have slid 
пу, these 40-plus year old characters have lost a little of their luster. After 
all, when a character is a corporate icon (as all Marvel and DC characters 
are, let's face it)-- they're not allowed to change or grow, and so eventually 
become a bit stale. That's why І was thrilled when | discovered INVINCIBLE. 
Every time 1 see a new character pop up, I'm always hoping for the best-- 
hoping for something that will thrill me. I'm usually let down, unfortunately. 
But with INVINCIBLE, here was a book that stirred those old feelings | had as 
a child when I first discovered those colorful icons. And yet, it was also 
modern and fresh and grabbed my interest from the start. 


But here's where Robert is REALLY lucky: the artists he works with. 


Because when it comes down to it-- without the artists who draw the 
stories Robert writes (the same goes for ANY writer, for that matter--but 
we're talking about INVINCIBLE here), all those stories amount to are words 
on paper; formless; colorless; without life. And of all those aforementioned 
creator-ownet titles Robert pens, INVINCIBLE also happens to have had ту 
favorite artists. When І first saw Cory Walker's (INVINCIBLE'S original artist, 
and co-creator) artwork, | was amazed. His use of minimal but precise and 
hard-edged line work was perfect for this book. And though his lines were 
hard as diamond--they were also fluid and full of motion--his characters 
suffused with emotion. І had seen others do that kind of work, but none of 
them as well as Cory. Bill Crabtree's color work was the perfect compli- 
ment to the art as well. Bill is one of the most overlooked and under-rated 
colorists in the business. He is brilliant in his choices of hue--and bravely 
effective in his minimalism. In a business overstuffed with colorists who 


can't seem to NOT over-render, Bill's is a singular voice. As far as 1 was 
concerned, Robert had an absolutely flawless art team in place. So you 


can imagine my grief when I learned that Cory would be leaving INVINCIBLE. 


І couldn't imagine ANYONE else taking his place. | think that Robert's 
ancestry must be Irish, though. Because without missing a beat, he found 
Ryan Ottley, who stepped right into Cory's shoes and made the book all his 
own. Ryan, I suspect, kept the simplicity of line to make for a smooth 
transition from Cory's work-- but there's an elasticity to Ryan's art--a sense 
0! motion and energy that's uniquely his own. And his ability to depict 
intense expressions on his character's faces is absolutely wonderful. His 
is the kind of work that just immediately draws (no pun intended, unless 
you find it clever, in which case, | did it entirely on purpose) you in to the 
world of INVINCIBLE. More incredibly, Ryan is able to both pencil and ink 
INVINCIBLE, and keep it on schedule -- and almost every issue of the book 
is packed with intense action as well as heavy character interaction. He's 
a wonder to watch every month. 


And so, as you сап see, Robert is a very, very lucky fellow. WE, the readers 
and fans of INVINCIBLE are lucky as well, though, you see. We're lucky that 
Robert has the talent he has for writing, for creating imaginative stories and 
characters, and for his ability to find such talented and motivated artists. 
First, Cory Walker--and now Ryan Ottley along with Bill Crabtree, make 
INVINCIBLE a wonder not only to read each month.... but for ME (and I'm 
biased, as a guy who draws myself) to gawk at the artwork that truly brings 
Mark and company to such vivid life. 


MIKE 
WIERINGO 


Durham, North Carolina 


Mike is the superstar artist and unabashed animal-lover who has had long, 
character-defining runs on Fantastic Four and The Flash, both collaborations with 
Mark Waid. He’s also known for his creator-owned book Tellos, written by Todd 
Dezago. He's currently working on Friendly Neighborhood Spider-Man for Marvel 
Comics, written by Peter David. 


. . 
e е е е o 


а 9% • 
. 9 9 


еа peep vert ven се 
. 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 


oy пее ге 
. 9 9 9 9 9 


е е 
е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е ө 9 
! e е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е е 4 


HERE 


Зе Фос Фе 

> 2 те z 23 
б 992902 

d °. 95,595. 


WHAT 
IS IT, ЕУЕ? 
WHAT PO YOU 
WANT TO TALK 


РА ЛОН uw 


፲'ለለ QUITTING, 


MARK. I DON’T 
WANT TO BE ATOM 


РО ХОП ЕУЕМ 
КМОМ/ МНАТ МҮ 
POWERS ARE? Т 
ASKED REX ONE TIME 
AND HE THOUGHT ፲ 


MY POWERS-- 
I CAN TAKE MATTER 


AND REARRANGE IT INTO 

DIFFERENT MATTER. Т 

CAN TAKE A ROCK AND 
TURN IT INTO AN APPLE. 
І ыг REARRANGE ATOMS 


N ል LEVEL THAT 
ROBOT DEEMED 
“RIDICULOUS.” 


I'M PONE-- 
THIS 15 
STUPID. Т/М 
GUITTING. 


MY 
POWERS ARE 
FANTASTIC--AND 
WHAT DO І DO WITH 
THEM? TPUTONA 
SUPER CUTE OUTFIT 
AND ፲ FIGHT BANK 


ROBBERS AND ALIENS 


WITH THEM. WHY IN 
THE WORLD DID І 
CHOOSE TO DO 
THAT? 


WHY NOT? 1 
CAN PO WHATEVER 
I WANT--ANP I CAN 
NOT DO WHATEVER 
I DON’T WANT 

TO DO. 


АМР NOW 
I’M GOING TO 


WORLD--AND I WAS 
DATING THAT 
OBNOXIOUSLY 

IMMATURE FRIEND 
OF YOURS. IT’S 
JUST-- 


IT’S JUST THAT МҮ 
POWERS ARE WASTED 
ON THIS. THE WORLD HAS 
GUYS LIKE YOU OUT THERE 
SAVING THE WORLD. MY 
POWERS COULD BE PUT TO 
USE ELSEWHERE, DOING 
MORE GOOD THAN ТМ 
DOING МОМ. 


А G00D 


ልፎፎ 
YOU GOING 
Now? 
TONIGHT? 


YEAH. YOU’RE 
MAKING ABSOLUTELY 
PERFECT SENSE. 
I'VE NEVER EVEN 
LOOKED AT STUFF 
THAT WAY. 


T 
THINK. IT'S 


I’M GOING TO AFRICA, COLLEGE, HOMEWORK, 
ASIA--THE MIDDLE EAST. BOYS, SUFERHEROICS-- 
I COULD PO SO MUCH 1 I'M WASTING МҮ 


GOOD FOR THOSE POTENTIAL HERE. Т 


PEOPLE. COULP FEED ^ GoULD РО SO MUCH 
MORE. 


THE HUNGRY-- 
BUILD HOUSES FOR 
THE HOMELESS. 
I COULD IMPROVE 
THOSE PEOPLE'S 
LIVES. 


ОН, МАЕК-- 
I’M 50 GLAD YOU 
UNDERSTAND. T 
THOUGHT FOR SURE 
YOU'P TRY TO GIVE МЕ 
SOME SPEECH ABOUT 
FIGHTING THE GOOD 
FIGHT OR SOMETHING 
EQUALLY AS 
RIDICULOUS. 


I NEVER 
SHOULD HAVE 

DOUBTED 
YOU. 


YEAH...MY PARENTS ARE 
GOING TO FLIP 007. Т DIDN’T 
KNOW HOW TO TELL THEM SO 

I JUST LEFT THEM A NOTE. 
THEY NEVER REALLY WERE TOO 
COMFORTABLE WITH ME HAVING 

POWERS ANYWAY... THIS 

15 GOING TO KILL 
THEM. 


TRUTH 
ве TOLD-- 
THEY KINDA 


WHEN 
WILL ፲ 
SEE YOU 
AGAIN? 


AS FAST AS YOU САМ 
FLY--I'LL HOPE TO SEE 
YOU AS SOON AS Т SETTLE 
IN AND LET YOU KNOW 
WHERE I AM, 
BUDDY. 


IT’S--IT’S 
NOTHING. T'LL 
SEE YOU LATER, 

ARK. 


OH, УЕАН-- 
HEH. Т CAN 
DO THAT. 


THIS 
SUCKS. ፲ 
ALWAYS KINDA 
CONSIDERED YOU 
MY SUPERHERO 
PARTNER--WE 


TEAMED UP ALOT. 
I’M GOING TO 
MISS YOU. 


ОН, MARK-- 
Г/М GOING TO 
MISS YOU, TOO. 
THAT’S WHY ፲ 

COULDN’T LEAVE 
WITHOUT SAYING 
GOODBYE. 


E 
РДЕ 
Ие 


Y I've DISCOVERED 
SOMETHING NEW, 
AN I 


ESTROM. 
BELIEVE IT'S CALLE! 
“ELBO 


coop EYE, 
JAULER. YOU 
AND YOUR POUBLE 
NEVER CEASE TO 
IMPRESS ME. Т 
DISCOVERED A REALITY 
WHERE A VIRUS ATTACKED 
THE Ү CHROMOSOME 
KILLING ALL THE MALES 
ON EARTH. I THOUGHT 
MY OTHER DIMENSIONAL 


esr Q 

|| 2 т 

3% 
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ALL THIS WAITING 
AROUND. 
2 


መ ALONG AFTER YOU REAC 
\ A STOPPING POINT. 
4 OING TO 


ES 
m. 


HAVE QUITE А Ni „ай 
чу. А У77 


THAT'S NOT ሟኔ 
Ў SOMETHING THAT “Ў 
y INTERESTS US NEARLY 
AS MUCH AS GETTING Й 
| THIS PROJECT РОМЕ |) 
60 МЕ САМ CET ДИ 


Em. Back Toour JE 
PLANS. 


YOU'LL 
BE HAPPY TO | 
KNOW WE PERFECTED | 
THE PROCESS І USED Е) 
AA TO DOWNLOAD МҮ 4 


MEMORIES INTO 
MY CLONE. 


CAN МЕ МОТ РО THIS? FANTASTIC. 
ANYWAY--EVERYTHING KEEP ME POSTED. 
SEEMS TO BE IN ORDER. I CAN’T KEEP 
WE ARE VERY CLOSE TO ENTIRE CITIES 


COMPLETING ALL THE 
MACHINES IN YOUR 
VARIOUS DIMENSIONAL 
SAFE HOUSES. 


we ARE ` 
PROBABLY 


Г] ONLY А МЕЕК 
Е AWAY. 
[ 


WHAT YOU’RE DOING 
IS RUBBISH! THIS 15 
MERELY A COMMON 
TRASH BAG! GOING 
BY THE AMOUNT OF 


IT PROBABLY FELL 
FROM A CARGO PLANE-- 
AND WAS BLOWN HERE 
BY UPDRAFTS. IT’S 
BOLLOCKS TO THINK 


FAST FOOD WASTE, THIS CAME FROM wor?! Tex 
PROBABLY A ч. 
AMERICAN. — ва == 14 а 
/ 
* 2 a EM 
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7 ALL HAIL N 
THE SKY GOD’S 
CHOSEN ONE! НЕ \ 
15 TO BE OUR ONE | 
\ TRUE RULER ON 
( ЕАЕТН! 


YEAH, BUT 
THEY DON’T FIT 
RIGHT, AND 

ТНЕУ-- 


57 OH, HEY--SORRY. 
THAT WAS COMPLETELY 
INAPPROPRIATE. I-- 


HEY, SHE 
TOLD МЕ ABOUT 
HOW YOU’RE 
GETTING ONTO 
HER ABOUT THAT. 
GO EASY ON 
HER, OKAY? 


WELL, ART, 
CAN YOU FIX 
ІТ? 


WHY ልፎፎ YOU STILL 
COMING HERE, 
THOUGH? CAN’T YOUR 
NEW GOVERNMENT 
BOSSES GET 
YOU NEW 
COSTUMES? 


I COULD, 
MARK, BUT [T'D 
BE EASIER JUST 


GOT SOME NEW 
FABRICS 1'D 
LIKE TO TRY А 
OUT. 


YOU GET A 
FEW DRINKS IN 
YOUR MOTHER 


SHE LOST YOUR DAD 
ТОО, BUT SHE’S ALSO 
LOSING YOU. BETWEEN 

THE SUPERHERO GIG 
AND YOU GOING OFF TO 
COLLEGE, YOU'RE NOT 
GOING TO BE SEEING 
№ НЕЕ MUCH. 


HER LIFE, 
FOR MORE YEARS 
THAN SHE CAN 
REMEMBER, HAS 
BEEN ABOUT TAKING 
CARE OF YOU AND 
YOUR FATHER, AND 
\ NOW SHE’S JUST 
~ GOT HERSELF. 


IT’S 
/ сомето N 
ТАКЕ AWHILE ነ 
TO APJUST--ANP | 
| 15 GOING TO | 
ВЕ А ROUGH 
ROAD FOR 
HER. 


w 
YOU'RE SAYING. 
I'LL DO MY 


IF І НАР KNOWN YOU’D 
ВЕ ON TIME І WOULP 
HAVE SUGGESTED YOU 


AND WASTE АМ 
ОРРОЕТОМІТҮ ТО 
USE THAT NEW 


PICK МЕ UP. WE GOULD / | || 
\ CAR OF YOURS? | 
цай” нээ Q Я |), FOR SHAME. 
wi EE BESIDES, 


AREN’T WE 
SOMEWHAT 


І THINK THAT’S THE 
FIRST TIME THE MERE 
MENTION OF YOUR FATHER 
HASN’T MADE ME WANT TO 
CRAWL IN BED AND 
NEVER GET UP. 


YEAH, IT'LL BE A WHILE 
BEFORE I’M USED TO THAT. 
YOUR FATHER ALWAYS MADE 
SURE WE HAD JUST ENOUGH. 
WE NEVER WANTED FOR 
ANYTHING, BUT WE 
COULDN’T GET SILLY, 
LIKE NOW. 


THAT'S 
PROGRESS, 
RIGHT? 


I GUESS 
HE DIDN’T 
WANT TO DRAW 
ATTENTION TO 
HIMSELF. 


OH, FINE. SHE 
SAYS, HI. HER AND 
SUPERPATRIOT 
ARE TRYING 


OH, AND 
SHE SAYS 
HE HAS NO 
IDEA WHO 
YOU ARE. 


TALKED TO 
CLAIRE LATELY? 
Ho SHE 
DOING? 


NO, I’M PULLING YOUR LEG. 50 NO MORE, “WE'RE 
HE SAID HE REMEMBERED YOU JUST STUDYING” EXCUSES 
FROM THE GUARDIANS OF THE FOR ME TO SEE THROUGH? 

GLOBE FUNERAL HE SAYS : YOU’RE APMITTING 
YOU ро GOOD WORK. ай IT NOW? 
, 

ARE THINGS 
WITH YOU AND 
AMBER-- 
YOU TWO 
SERIOUS 
NOW? 


JUST OKAY, 
50, DOES WANT TO CONSIDER 
THAT MEAN MAKE SURE THE TOPIC 
I SHOULD YOU TWO ARE DROPPED. 
TALK TO YOU “SAFE.” SORRY Т 
BROUGHT 


ABOU 3 ARE YOU 
Ye--2 IT UP 
GUYS: 4 Ч 


SOME TIME WITH 
YOU, MOM. 


REALLY DO 
THIS MORE 
OFTEN. 


DUDE, IT’S LATE 
YOU GOTTA BE MOVED 
IN SOON, AND I NEED 
TO GO TO SLEEP. 
I HAVEN'T EVEN 
GIVEN YOU 
AKEY. 


TO TELL МЕ WHEN 
YOU’RE GOING 
TO MOVE ІМ 60 

I CAN BE 


WHEN 
EXACTLY DO 


YOU PLAN ON ዝገ 
MOVING YOUR 
STUFF ІМ 
HERE? 
| 
T 


AA 
М У 749 9 43 9 (| 
КОСУ 


THIS IS SERIOUS, МАРК. !“ 
Т KNOW YOU'VE PROBABLY 
GOT A MONSTER TO FIGHT 
OR SOMETHING BUT SCHOOL 
ISN'T AS EASY FOR ME 
AS IT I$ FOR YOU. I'VE 
GOT TO GET МУ 


(у 


————  ———nSITt — h 
САКА ХУ ХІХ 
SSS > 
ч 


WHAT? 
WILLIAM , АЕЕ 
YOU SCOLPING 

МЕ? 1 KNOW 
CLASSES START 
TOMORROW. ти 

MOVE IN WHEN 
I’M GOOD AND 
READY. 


UH--HOLD ON 
ል SECOND, I'LL 
ве FIGHT 
ВАСК. 


YEAH, ፲ KNOW. 
IT'S JUST THAT-- 
OH, WAIT... 
BE RIGHT 
BACK. 


WITH ALL 
THE PAUSES, 
MARK? ( 


гм 
NOT ON 
THE CAN. HOLD 
I'M-- 


ONA 
MINUTE. 


2 
2 


А 


БУУ хуул) УЛ 
ооо | 
авина በ Аки | 


POING? THIS IS 


I DON’T KNOW ABOUT YOU, 
BUT I WAS GETTING READY 


RIDICULOUS. 


TO HIT THE HAY. I’ve 
GOT CLASSES 


NOT SPENT 
THE NIGHT 
TOGETHER SINCE 
THEN? WOW, 
IT HAS BEEN 
А WHILE. 


50, HOW 
ARE THINGS 
WITH YOUR 
Mom, 
since тидт MAN? 


STUFF WITH YOUR 
АР, 1 MEAN. YOU 
NEVER REALLY TALK 


A 


HEY--MARK, RIGHT? 
YOU'VE GOT THE HIGH- 
STRUNG FRIEND-- 


oN Ж 
IT'S 
RICK 


ደመ I SHOWED YOU 


AROUND THEY ኤጩ 
e DORMS LAST — r 
SEMESTER. я 
YEAH... V 


I'M TAKING 
A FRESHMAN Ч 
| _ COURSE FOR THE | 

SECOND TIME...DON’T 
TELL MY РАР. 

I THINK I'M 
WASTING HIS , 

MONEY. ሪ 


GOOP MORNING AND WELCOME 
TO BIOLOGY 101. I’M PROFESSOR 
VARNER, OR DOCTOR VARNER IF 
YOU PREFER. PLEASE, 
WHATEVER YOU DO... РО 
NOT CALL МЕ 
“MISTER.” 


IT’S NOT 
AN ARROGANCE 
THING. IT'S JUST 


ሀ 

LITTLE ABOUT COURTESY 

DURING YOUR TIME HERE, 

THE WORLD WOULD BE 

А MUCH BETTER 
PLACE. 


YOU SHOULD 
ALL HAVE HAD A 
SYLLABUS ON YOUR 
DESK WHEN YOU CAME 
IN. IF ANYONE IS 
MISSING ONE, PLEASE 
RAISE YOUR 
HAND. 


ЗАНЕМЕ 


PLEASE 


IN GENERAL, 
YOUNG MAN. 


РАЕРОМ ME 
IF ТНІ6 CLASS 
ISN'T МҮ TOP PRIORITY. 
THIS 


Е. 
I SKIPPED IT FOUR YEARS 
AGO BECAUSE IT WAS 
BENEATH МЕ BUT NOW 
I'M TOLD I MUST TAKE 
IT TO MOVE ON TO МАКЕТНВА A тэ 
GRADUATE THING, OKAY? T'LL 
SCHOOL. BE COMING AND GOING 
AS I PLEASE. I HOPE 
MY PERFECT SCORES 
WILL GRANT ME SOME 
LEEWAY WHEN IT COMES 
TO THIS RIDICULOUS 
RITUAL OF PHYSICAL 
APPEARANCE IN THESE 
CLASSROOMS. 


I COULD 
DO WITHOUT 
THE 
CONFLICT. 


PLEASE. 
CALM 
YOURSELF. 


ЕШ! 
ШІСІ 


50 ҒАР SO GOOD. IT’S 
ONLY BEEN ONE DAY BUT 
MY CLASSES SEEM ОКАУ-- 
NOTHING TOO TERRIBLY 
DIFFICULT AND I’M STARTING 
TO GET MY BEARINGS ON 
THE CAMPUS, SO THINGS 
ARE GOOD. 


IT'S GOING 
TO SUCK WHEN 
YOU START SCHOOL 


YOU BEING SO 
FAR AWAY AND 
ALL. 


IT'S ONLY 
A TWO-HOUR р 
РЕМЕ. WOULPN'T h 
ВЕ SUCH ል BIG | 
DEAL ІР YOU BG 


p НАР A CAR. Y | 


УЕАН-- 
NO KIDDING. 
I SHOULD 
REALLY LOOK 
INTO GETTING 
А САР. 


YEAH! THEN Т 
WOULDN'T HAVE 
TO CART YOU HEY! NO, 
AROUND ALL POKING--YOU 
THE TIME! 
мн. 


YOU KNOW T’LL SEE YOU 
ALL THE TIME. T'LL ве 
SKIPPING CLASS LEFT 
AND RIGHT SO I CAN 
SPEND THE NIGHT AT 
YOUR PLACE. 


WILL YOU 
NOW? THANKS 
FOR THAT ADVANCE 
NOTICE, CASANOVA. 4 


- Da 


LEAVE 
/ I CAN’T 
BELIEVE YOU 
JUST LEFT 
መሪ ме! 


Q 
SPEAKING 
00-- 
оме 


OF Y 


LET’S GET AWAY DUDE, CHILL! 
РОМ ALL THESE YOU CAN FIGHT 
SOFT STUDENTS-- ME WHEN ме 
NO NEED TO GET BACK ON 
HURT THEM, THE GROUND. 
HUH? IF YOU KEEP 


STRUGGLING 
I’M GOING 
TO РЕОР-- 


> 


NA if HU | / i 
ДЕ እቻ 
NE 
2 Pay 


“ез S Ni Өн " 
HE 


№ 
| 2 


4 
SN >, 


ШЕН TT 
AAA 


М. 

NOW 

0 LISTENING TO YOU AT ALL. 

. AA BUT УЕАН--Т COMPLETELY 
UNDERSTAND WHY SHE'S 


І 
PISSED, ВИТ WHAT 
WOULDN’T j р 
SWEAT IT, DUDE. | ር ፲ ፖ 
I’M SURE SHE'LL С > ж 


SHE JUST 2 

LEFT, МА 7 AREN'T YOU FRESH OFF 

І DONT V. А BREAK-UP? I’M NOT 
WHAT Т 5 


I CAN'T TELL 
НЕЕ. ТОО МАМҮ 
PEOPLE KNOW 
ALREADY. 


WHATEVER. THAT’S 
STUPID. I DON’T KNOW 
ANY SUPER-VILLAINS. 
I’M NOT GOING TO BE 
SELLING YOU OUT TOA 
NEWSPAPER ANYTIME 

SOON, AND I DOUBT 

AMBER WOULD 
EITHER. 


50 WHAT. 
WHO CARES? 
15 THERE A LIMIT 
TO HOW MANY 
PEOPLE CAN 
KNOW? 


I DON’T 
WANT MY 
VILLAINS TO 
FIND OUT. IF TOO 
MANY PEOPLE KNOW, 
ІТ COULD GET OUT. 


BESIDES, 
YOU DON’T 


THEN MY MOM 
я ЕМЕМ НАУЕ 

АМВЕЕ--УОЦ... ፌ 

АМУОМЕ т кмди/ АМ АВСН 


COULD BE М VILLAIN. 


DANGER. 


WHAT’S GOING ON. THIS 
BE MY ARCH-VICLAIN ONE LOOKED A LITTLE 
I’M SURE PEOPLE ` DIFFERENT BUT WHO В 
ALREAPY THINK. CAN REALLY SAY? IT ፊይ 
WE'RE JOINED AT | CERTAINLY НАРА ДЕЕ 


DEATH WISH LIKE 
THE OTHER 
D mh 


I KEEP FIGHTING 
THIS ROBOT ZOMBIE ነ MAN--I GOT NO CLUE 
|| 


COULD IT 
HAVE BEEN 
THE SAME ONE? 


WASN'T THE | QUESTIONS 
FIRST ONE (እያ NEXT TIME IT 
DESTROYED? x ቋን ATTACKS. 


PO THAT. 
N THANKS. 


ሀሬፎ A LIVE 
SUBJECT. 


I'VE NEARLY НАР 


NEXT TIME ONE OF YOU 
REANIMEN DECIDE 
TO GO OUT FOR A WALK. 
IT HAMPERS MY 
PRODUCTIVITY. 


Ди 


шив dey y 


LUCKILY, FOR WHATEVER 
REASON--WHOEVER IS 
DISCOVERING WHAT’S LEFT 
OF MY LABS--IS МОТ 
REPORTING IT. T'LL HAVE 
TO LOOK INTO THAT 
EVENTUALLY. 


HOWEVER, I DID 
LEARN SOMETHING 
FROM MONITORING 
YOUR PREDECESSOR'S 
LITTLE JAUNT. IT SEEMS 
YOU DEAD SUBJECTS 
WISH TO REMAIN DEAD, 
50 I CAN DEDUCE 
THAT’S POSSIBLY 
THE REASON YOU 

ч ESCAPE. 


CHAPTER TUDO 


Penn а V 
ААА АА. 


NN 
Жас, እኺ аааааааза 


ч 


MIDNIGHT CITY. 
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IT’S GOOD TO SEE YOU, 
MAN. THANKS FOR COMING 
BY. I SUPPOSE OUR 


FEARLESS LEADER COULPN’T | 


ве BOTHERED TO PAY US 
à LOW TIER GUARDIANS 
A VISIT, EH? 


> THE WAY YOU 
GUIDE US OUT THERE-- 
YOU REALLY HELP OUT. 
THE IMMORTAL JUST DOES 
WHAT HE DOES. HE FIGHTS 
THE BATTLES FOR US. THAT'S 
NO LEADER. NOT IN MY BOOK. 


E Mi dnd 


OUR 
FRUSTRATION. 

HOW ARE 

YOU DOING? 
YOU SEEM 
TO BE IN 

FAIRLY GOOD 
CONDITION. 


7 I’M GOOD. I’M 
GOING TO BE OUT 

OF HERE INA 

COUPLE 


BOY, BLACK < 
SAMSON, THOUGH. 


PENTAGON ** 


THAT! THE 
MAN IS А GRADE-A 
JERK. НЕ PROBABLY 
DOESN’T EVEN REALIZE 
WE WERE HURT. T TELL 


IMMORTAL REPLACED 
YOU, BUT ТМЕ SEEN 
YOU IN ACTION AND 
YOU’RE TWICE THE 
== не 


THAT'S... 
UNFORTUNATE. 


44” 


I'VE GOT 

OUR TO MEET WITH 

DONALD IN A 

COUPLE MINUTES. 

T’LL COME BACK 
TO SEE YOU 


BEFORE I 
GO. 


NOT 


АН, ROBOT. NOTAT N 
I THOUGHT Т ALL.I WAS 0 
HAP MISSED JUST MAKING 
Y МҮ WAY OVER 
HERE. YOU 
WANT TO GO 


WHAT CAN 


IT’S MONSTER GIRL, бір. HER 
Wi FOF XOU, ДР CONDITION 15 МОТ IMPROVING. 


QUITE THE OPPOSITE, ACTUALLY, 
SHE'S GETTING YOUNGER BY 
д THE DAY. THE REST OF THE TEAM 
\ CAN'T SEE IT, BUT MY SENSORS 
ARE QUITE ADVANCED AND 
I DETECT THE CHANGES 
à IN НЕР. 


CONDITION 
16 ONLY GOING ТО 
WORSEN WITH EVERY 
USE OF HER POWER. Т 
KNOW SHE WOULPN’T 
HAVE ІТ BUT Т/М MOVING 
FOR A LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
FOR HER...AT LEAST 
UNTIL WE CAN FIGURE 
SOMETHING 


WEREN’T YOU 
DOING SOMETHING ТО 
SOLVE HER PROBLEM? 
WHAT KIND OF PROGRESS 
HAVE YOU MADE WITH THAT? 


CECIL WON’T 
RELEASE HER, 
I'M SURE 
OF IT. 


VIRTUALLY NONE. HER 
TRANSFORMATIONS ARE 
MAGICAL IN NATURE. 
THAT IS SOMETHING ТМ 
NOT PROGRAMMED TO 
COMPREHEND. 


WELL, UNTIL 
HER SITUATION 
BECOMES VISUALLY 
CLEAR TO US, WE’RE 
NOT GOING TO ВЕ ABLE 
TO DO ANYTHING. SHE’S 
ONE OF OUR MOST 
VALUABLE TEAM MEMBERS. 


7 THAT 
WOULD 
PROBABLY 
Be BEST. 


CAN I SPEAK 
WITH CECIL 
DIRECTLY? | 


]”- сй >” 
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| Z UNFORTUNATELY NN 


HE'S IN THE MIDDLE 
OF SOMETHING 
RIGHT NOW. 


YOU TO RUN 
AN ERRAND 


MIDNIGHT CITY. WE ABANDONED 
ІТ WHEN IT BECAME OVERRUN AFTER 
THE MIDNIGHT MAGICIAN CAST IT IN 

PERPETUAL DARKNESS. IT’S A NO 
MAN’S LAND. VOLUNTEER COPS, NO 
GOVERNMENT AID. THE POLICY 
HAS BEEN TO ACT LIKE IT 
NEVER EXISTED. 


THE (ме Ч 
4 CHANGING. / 


ТНЕ 

PRESS SHINED 

A SPOTLIGHT ON IT | 
AND NOTHING CAME 
UP ROSES. NOW THE 

PRESIDENT IS MAKING 
IT PRIORITY ONE TO 

RETAKE THAT ENCHANTED 

METROPOLIS. WERE 

PUTTING TOGETHER 

A GAME PLAN 

Now. 


OUR MAN ч 
ЕКОМ THE INSIPE 
IS REPORTING 
MULTIPLE DARKWING 
SIGHTINGS. THIS ISN’T 
LIKE THAT RED RUSH 
FIASCO IN RUSSIA. 2 
THIS IS THE REAL ሪፎ 
THING. 


I JUST WANT TO MAKE 

SURE WE’RE ALL ON THE 
SAME PAGE WHEN THE 
PRESIDENT TRIES TO 
RECLAIM THE CITY. 


SIR, CODE 
NINE. SWITCH 
TO MONITOR 


OH, FALSE ALARM, = I’M BACK. 
SIR, THE IMMORTAL SORRY FOR іне 
15 ALREADY ON | UPTION. 
50 WHAT I 
THE SCENE. NEED YOU TO DO 
IS GO ТО MIDNIGHT 
CITY, TODAY, AND 
MEET UP WITH THIS 
NEW DARKWING. 
TRY АМР GET SOME 
INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE CITY, SEE IF YOU 
CAN GET HIM ТО 
CONTACT ME. A 


TA 
34 ረና нв 
| 222222 cÇ Ma На 


zd m й | 
2223 


0 


< rz 


ҒЕОМ НЕК SINCE 
SHE CAME TO VISIT. 
Y’KNOW, WHEN Т 
РИСНЕР HER ТО GO 
FIGHT THAT BIG 
ROBOT THING? SHE | 
THINKS I LEFT HER 
ALONE AND RAN 
FOR THE 
HILLS. 


CALLED AMBER 
EVERY PAY FOR 
TWO WEEKS. І DON’T 
KNOW WHAT ELSE ТО 
ро. ТМ WORRIED-- 
ТМ WORRIED THAT 
IT'S OVER. 


15 
AT COLLEGE 
NOW. I'M SURE 
SHE'S GOT ALL 
KINDS OF OTHER 
GUYS AROUND TO 
KEEP HER BUSY. 


WAS THAT TOO 
INSENSITIVE? 
YEAH, THAT WAS 
INSENSITIVE, 
WASN'T 
IT2 


YEAH--THANKS FOR 
THAT. I’M GOING TO 
GO BEAT THE CRAP 
OUT OF A BUNCH А 
OF BAD GUYS 
NOW. 


TELL 
EVE I SAID-- 
OH, SORRY. І 
FORGOT THAT 
SHE DUMPED 
YOU. 


пы 


y 


WHAT РР === 
| 


አኳ У 
YOU WANT? YOU д EN Ñ 


SAID YOU НАР 
SOME 


Ws. 600D А | 
е U Г = 
NEWS: BUT A FEW MINOR ( | 1.1 15, 1 
TONIGHT AND THEN 2 | 
ELL BE RE Uy 


YOU JUST NEED TO START I'LL GET 
GATHERING YOUR DUPLICATES STARTED AT 
RE AND AT THE OTH ONCE. / 


HERE ER 
SITES. WE COULD BE READ 
TO GO AS SOON AS 
TOMORROW 


Шан ое 
BEEN HERE FOR ER. на 
| ІШІ л. HOURS. UM NOT E сері 
OF THE GUY. YOU | SOURCES. 
|| || SURE THIS ISN'T ል 
ቓ 


Іші Іші mi ' я Ат 
ሀ ቓ тнме? 


DARKWING, 
I PRESUME? 
NICE PLACE 
YOU GOT HERE-- 


SECRETS TO 
IMMORTALITY. 
YOU GOT ANY 
POINTERS? 


1 DON'T-- 
OH, You 
THINK I’M < 

нім, оохт СОН, 
YOU? — УУ 


I'M SIMPLY 
CONTINUING THE 
LEGACY. 1 

WAS NIGHT 


BOY. HIS 
ASSISTANT. 


ASSISTANT? МЕ PON'T USE HEH, GOOD OH, WAIT... 
YOU MEAN THAT TERM. IT’S ОМЕ-- YOU’RE 
“SIDEKICK 2" DEMEANING. REALLY-- SERIOUS. 


SAVE THEM? 


ОН, JEEZ!! ARE 
WHO ATTACKED 


THOSE GUYS--I 
МЕАМ--Т THOUGHT 
THEY WERE JUST 
KNOCKED OUT! 
THEY'RE 
NOT-- 


STANPING 
THERE WHEN 
፲ ሬዕፐ 


HERE? 


GOING AFTER 4 | | ИУ уоште ላ 

| THE BAD wWHaAT’S Ч 2 | ASKING ТОО 

a GUY? 4 GOING ON № 4 қ L MANY ) 
HERE? | ስ f Sy Ма QUESTIONS. ду 


те HIM, 
MARK. HE'S 


CRAZY MUST 
RUN IN THE 
FAMILY. # 


DID YOU REALLY 
EXPECT THAT TO DO 
SOMETHING? 


72 


“даг 
መም 


NOT GUITE. МУ 
PREDECESSOR WAS 
DEVELOPING THIS MICRO 

THIN EXOSKELETON 
BEFORE YOUR FATHER 
KILLED HIM. 


BUT THAT'S JUST 
THE BEGINNING оғ 
MY POWERS. 


I FELT ТНАТ-- 
WHAT GIVES? AREN’T 
YOU JUST A NORMAL 
GUY LIKE THE 
ORIGINAL? 


ፐ'ሬ 
QUITE 
USEFUL. 


I SAID 1 FELT 
THAT, NOT THAT IT 
HURT. DON'T GET TOO 
CARRIED AWAY, 

OKAY? 


IN FACT. 

I THINK I'LL 
РОТ А STOP 
ТО ТНАТ 
RIGHT 
Now. 


гм GOING 
TO LEAVE YOU 
HERE TO ROT, 

MEDDLER. 


WHY? SO YOU 
CAN LEAVE ME 
HERE? ARE YOU 
STUPID? т'р HIT 

YOU BACK BUT 
I'M AFRAID Т?Р 

KILL YOU. 


YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND! 
THIS IS THE SHAPOWVERSE. 
THERE ARE THINGS 
HERE--DARK 
THINGS. 


WE CAN’T 
EVEN SEE THEM. 
WE CAN’T LINGER 

HERE--THEY COULD 
ВЕ ON ТОР ОҒ US 
AND WE WOULDN’T 
EVEN KNOW IT 
UNTIL IT WAS 
ТОО LATE. 


WELL, THEN--IT LOOKS 
TO ME LIKE YOU’VE GOT 
А DECISION ТО MAKE. Т 
GOTTA SAY, WHATEVER’S 
IN НЕРЕ--Т THINK I'VE 
GOT A MUCH BETTER 
CHANCE OF SURVIVING 
IT THAN YOU 


50 
I DON’T 
REALLY CARE 
WHAT YOU 
DECIDE. 
TRUTH BE 
TOLD. 


YOU BETTER 
HURRY. ፲ THINK 
I HEARD 
SOMETHING. 


ІШЕ 


Да 


= | — — 


ray, 


ጠመ 


SOUNDS 
SOOP. I’M 
GOING TO 
DISPATCH A 


AM TO TAKE 
CARE OF THOSE 
STIFFS. I'LL 
SEE YOU WHEN 
YOU cu BACK 


SHUT UP 
ዕፎ ፲ጌ 


аці 


m | 


COMPLETELY 
BLACK? YOU 
COULDN’T SEE 
ANYTHING? 


UST Е! 
NOT Е < 
ሬ LIKE WE WERE ON WELL, YOU \ | 
THAN THE OTHER THINGS Á Шр 
М TAKING А d ч 
Е አቼ ር 
WAS THE B. А 
GUY. а 


IN THAT PIMENSION. 
5 РЕ 


' — . y 
ГА ይ 

W o 

| 


JA 


WELL, I’VE НАР 
A LOT ON MY MIND 
LATELY. GIRL TROUBLE... 
I'M SURE YOU DON’T 
WANT TO HEAR 
ABOUT IT. 


AT MY AGE? 
SURPRISED. 


= I’VE GOT TO ВЕ 
GOING, ANYWAY. 
І уе GOT CLASSES 
TOMORROW. 


IT'S THE MAULER TWINS 
SIR. THEY ESCAPED FROM 
STRONGHOLD PENITENTIARY 

60 AND WE VE 


М MONTHS AGO, 
№ о 


HMM. FOR NOW, МЕ WATCH. 
STICK. TO THIS LOCATION LIKE 
GLUE. Т DON’T WANT TO ТІР 
OUR HAND UNTIL МЕ KNOW 
WHAT THEY’RE 
DOING. 


WE RAN A BACK CHECK ON 
THIS LOCATION AND THEY’VE 
BEEN THERE PRACTICALLY 

EVERY DAY SINCE THEY 
ESCAPED. THEY’RE 
DEFINITELY UP TO 
SOMETHING. 


YES SIR, 
MISTER 
STEDMAN. 


AN INTERESTING 
SIDE NOTE TO THIS 
IS THAT AUTHORITIES 
WERE UNABLE TO 


ALERT М 
M 


DECIPHER HOW THEY Е ~ 
ESCAPED. THERE WERE IMMEPIATELY N 
NO SIGNS ОҒ ESCAPE-- ЇР THERE ARE АМҮ 
THEY JUST VANISHED. DEVELOPMENTS. 


OKAY, 
“ROBOT.” 
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MAN--THAT WAS 
А GREAT FLICK. IT'S 
BEEN A LONG TIME 
|| SINCE Т SAW A MOVIE 
|| THAT SWEET! THANKS 
\ FOR INVITING МЕ 
OUT TO THIS, 
FELLAS. 


OH, LIGHTEN 
| UP, WILLIAM. 
HE'S ONLY 


SERIOUSLY, THOUGH. 
МҮ ROOMMATE 15 А 
REAL JERK. HE'S 
ALWAYS NAGGING МЕ 
ABOUT HOW MUCH Т 
SLEEP. IT’S REALLY 
CRAPPY LIVING WITH 
THE GUY--HE’S 
WORSE THAN MY 
> FATHER. ፊ 


YOU'RE PROBABLY 
RIGHT. THANKS 
FOR THE ADVICE, 

. . BILLY. 


он, CUP! 
Look AT THE 
| TIME! I GOTTA | 
60 GUYS. I’M 
SUPPOSED 
TO ВЕ SOME- 
ы WHERE. 


Y WOW, Т DIDN'T EVEN 
KNOW THAT PLACE WAS 
THERE. THANKS FOR 
TAKING ME THERE, 
GUYS. 


КД 
E " N де 
— s 


JANNIE SPEAKS THE TRUTH, 
GIRL. SHE DRINKS WAY ТОО 
MUCH OF THAT CRAP. COREY 
HERE IS GOING TO BE HANGING 
AROUND THE MEN’S DORM 
LOOKING FOR ል DATE--BUT 
THERE’S A COOL DINER JUST 
OUTSIDE OF CAMPUS WE 


THEY HAVE THE BEST 
CAFE MOCHAS, TOO. Т 
SWEAR MY BLOOD IS 
ALMOST HALF CAFE 
MOCHA SINCE THE 
SEMESTER STARTED 
UP. : 


GREAT PLACE TO 
HANG OUT. 


NAH, BRIDGET. 
I THINK I’M GOING 
TO HAVE TO CUT OUT, 

TOO. I'VE GOT A 
MOUNTAIN OF READING 
ТО РО THIS SEMESTER, 

AND SOME FIGURE 

DRAWINGS DUE 

TOMORROW--PLUS, THIS 
IS MY DORM RIGHT HERE. 


DON’T SWEAT IT, 
GIRLFRIEND. JUST 
BECAUSE WE DON’T 
DO OUR HOMEWORK 
DOESN’T MEAN МЕ 

CARE IF YOU DO 
ІТ. HAVE 

FUN. 


WINDOW 
WASN’T 
LOCKED. 


DON’T BE 


THERE’S NO 
WAY YOU COULD 
HAVE COME IN 
THE WINDOW. 


YOU ABOUT... 
KINDA... 
MORE OR 
Less. 


YOU SEE, 
UH... Т KNOW 
YOU’RE STILL 
PISSED АТ МЕ 
FOR ABANDONING 


THAT MONSTER 
ATTACKED BUT-- 


BUT THIS IS 
IMPORTANT-- 


YOU DON'T 
UNDERSTAND. 


ECONDS 
AGO. LIVES DYING, КІР? Т 
ДЕЕ AT STAKE. KINDA ት ай 
НА 


Я 


IL 4 
ІТ 15 ТІМЕ, 
ANGSTROM 


LEVY. МЕ HAVE 
EVERYTHING WE NEED. 
< ALL THE MACHINES ACROSS 
THE DOZEN WORLDS HAVE 
BEEN COMPLETED. I HAVE 
CONSULTED WITH THE OTHERS 
BROUGHT IN AFTER YESTERDAY'S 
SETBACK AND WE’RE ALL READY 
TO GO. THANKS FOR CONTACTING 
THEM FOR US, BY THE WAY. 
THEY’VE BEEN A 
HUGE HELP. 


IT WAS OUR 
PLEASURE, IN 
THE END. We've 

LEARNED A 

GREAT реді. 
ON THIS 
PROJECT. 
THINGS 


THAT WILL 
АР 06 


он, 
ABSOLUTELY. 
WELL РОМЕ 
BOYS. WELL 
РОМЕ. 


[Mi 


27-171 


IF YOU CAN HAVE ALL YOUR 


DUPLICATES HERE TOMORROW 
MORNING--WE’LL COMPLETE 
THE PROCESS TOMORROW. WE 


COULD ВЕ DONE BY LUNCH- 
TIME. THIS TIME - 
FOR SURE. 


BY THIS 
TIME TOMORROW, 
ALL THEIR KNOWLEDGE 
OF THEIR DIMENSIONS 5 
WILL ВЕ YOURS--AND YOU'LL 
FINALLY ВЕ ABLE TO EXPLORE 
THE MULTIVERSE WITHOUT 
HAVING TO RISK ENTERING 
А WORLD ТОО HARSH 
TO SURVIVE IN. 


I'LL SEE 
YOU 
TOMORROW. 


ні, BRIDGET, NO,IT--I/U V РЕОРРЕР 


THANKS FOR GLAD YOU CAME. OUT, COULDN’T 

COMING. GET FUNDING-- 
SOMETHING. 

ABOUT SOME BUT ANYWAY, Т 

STUFF. IE? REALLY WANTED 


TO TALK TO 
P YOU. 


NO SWEAT, 
SISTER. YOU \ 
DECIDE AGAINST | 
THE HOMEWORK 
TONIGHT? ሪ 


I KNOW МЕ JUST WV MY BOYFRIEND, MARK... I THOUGHT 


MET--BUT I'M HAVING HE, WELL. Т HAD THIS CRUSH ABOUT HOW НЕ 
PROBLEMS AND Т ON HIM, YOU SEE. YOU KNOW WOULD REPLY 
KNOW YOU’VE BEEN WITH WHAT THAT’S LIKE. I SAT TO THINGS ፲ 


PAUL FOR TWO YEARS AROUND ALL PAY --BUILPING COULP SAY TO 


АМР І JUST THOUGHT HIM UP IN MY MIND. Т НАР HIM. Т IMAGINEP 
YOU’D BE BEST TO HISTORY CLASS WITH WHAT НЕ DID 
TALK. TO. HIM--BUT І DIDN'T FOR FUN. I МАРЕ 
KNOW HIM. HIM IN MY HEAD 
TO BE THIS 


GREAT GUY-- 


7 501 
mei THEN т Gave 


was. 


I TOTALLY 
DID. Т KNOW IT 
SOUNDS STUPID, 
BUT HEY--HE READ 
ІТ, AND CALLED МЕ. 
WE TALKED FOR 

LIKE... HOURS. IT 
WAS GREAT. 4 


YEAH, МЕ 
STARTED DATING. O 
THING 16, Т WASN’ En 
DISAPPOINTED, а ах 
Кот ані НЕ WAS ОКТ У HE PIP--1 PROBABLY 
EVERYTHING LEAST NOT SHOULD HAVE DONE IT... Т 


CERTAINLY LIKED HIM 
ENOUGH. I JUST WASN’T 
READY--AND HE 


І IMAGINED НЕ 


HE WAS GREAT. UNDERSTOOD. BUT 
hob ENS, ANYWAY --WHAT Т/М 
DE PATE, SAYING IS НЕ WAS 
S iNë. ል GREAT GUY. 
HE WASN’T 


TRYING TO 
GET INTO MY 
PANTS. 


IT’S МОТ WHAT YOU THINK-- 
I'M NOT COMPLAINING ABOUT 
THAT. THAT WOULD ВЕ A 
HORRIBLE THING TO DO. IT 
HAPPENED A FEW MONTHS 
BACK, HE WAS OUT OF 
TOWN FOR A FEW WEEKS, 
AND THEN HE CAME 
BACK. 


HE WAS UPSET, І 
GAVE HIM HIS 
SPACE AND AFTER 
A WEEK ОК SO, WE 
STARTED SEEING 
EACH OTHER 
AGAIN. 


THINGS 
ERE STILL 
GOO. A 


THAT’S WHAT HIS DAD DIED. IT WAS 


SENSE WHEN 
I THOUGHT 
ABOUT IT. 


SL 
X XV, 


DON’T LOOK NO--NO! IT’S NOT 
АТ ME--THAT’S THAT AT ALL! І DIDN'T 
RACIST. CALL YOU TO TALK 


т ABOUT THAT. I DON’T 
DON'T KNOW KNOW THAT HE WAS 


ANYMORE. 
WHAT’S GOING 
ON. 


ЇР HE WAS HELPING HIS 
I THOUGHT IT JUST HIM AND HIS MOM. T MOM MAKE ENDS MEET-- 


PAP WAS AN AUTHOR, АМР = WORRY. WHO HE WAS 
SALES PICKED UP WHEN 
HE DIED, BUT I DON’T 
KNOW HOW MUCH OF 
THAT MONEY HE 
бот. 


DEALING WITH NOW-- 
HOW DANGEROUS 
IT WAS. 


THEN--THINGS CHANGED. 
HE, Т DON’T KNOW, STARTED 
BEING LATE ALL THE TIME. 
НЕ ALWAYS SEEMED 
LIKE HE WAS... 
PREOCCUPIED. 


HE SKIPPED 1 
CLASS ALOT 
TOWARDS THE 
END OF OUR SENIOR 

YEAR. НЕ’Р 
DISAPPEAR FOR 
HOURS AT 
A TIME. 


НЕ HAD 
THIS BEEPER 
ALL OF А SUDDEN, 
AND WAS ALWAYS 
GETTING CALLED 


I МЕАМ--Т DON’T 


ABOUT DRUGS ፲ 
LEARNED FROM 
MOVIES 50 Т 
DOUBT I’M AN 
EXPERT. 


I'M 
STY. 


THIRSTY. 
YOU WANT TO 
GO TO THAT 
DINER 1 
TOLP YOU 
ABOUT? 


I'M THINKING "M NOT 
ABOUT GETTING 
A JOB. 


І DON’T CARE WHERE 
I WORK. І 005Т--1 
DON’T HAVE ANYTHING 
TO . WITH MARK 
AWAY AT SCHOOL ТУЕ 

GOT 


YEAH, OF 
АР TOO. 
NOTHING be መ 
TO DO. 
MISS AND HE STILL 
THE HOUSE = HASN'T VISITED 
Е 


15 ot SINCE SCHOOL 
SWEAR IF Т РІРМ?Т 


YOU CAN’T FAKE 
THAT--NOT THE WAY 
HE ACTED TOWARPS 


HE WAS 
MY FRIEND. 
А 600P 
FRIEND. 


STILL HERE, SMART 
GUY? DON’T YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING BETTER 
TO рог 


PRESENT. Т 

THOUGHT I 

WAS ALONE 
HERE. HAVE YOU 
NOWHERE ELSE LS 


YES. WITH BLACK 
SAMPSON STILL INA 
СОМА, ፲ THOUGHT 
His ARMOR MIGHT BE 

ALTERED TO ALLOW 
You та меле 


ТАМ STILL НАЕР АТ 
WORK ON А SOLUTION 
TO YOUR CONDITION. 
I THINK I MAY HAVE 
FOUND ONE, 

ALTHOUGH IT’S 
~ TEMPORARY. 
ከ 


YOU 
POSSESS THE 
SAME FIGHTING 
SKILLS IN THIS 
FORM AS YOUR 
MONSTER РОРМ-- 
YOU JUST LACK THE 
STRENGTH. THE SUIT 
COULD--IT COULP-- 
PROVIDE STRENGTH 
WITHOUT STUNTING 
YOUR AGING ANY 
FURTHER. 


IF THAT 16 YOUR WISH. 
І WOUL? BE HAPPY 


YOU WOULD - 
STILL BE ABLE TO PIFFERENT-- WELL-- 
TURN INTO YOUR YOU'RE | SOMETHING 

MONSTER FORM IF ACTING 1S GOING ON. 
YOU WERE ІМ ANY РАМ- NERVOUS. YOU'RE NOT 

GER IN THE SUIT--IF o ACTING 

THINGS GOT BAP--YOU THATIE NORMAL. 
араты т 

WOULP USE YOUR Т LACK THE 

POWERS MUCH 
LESS. 


IT'S THE 
ONLY SOLUTION 
I CAN COME 
UP WITH-- 
CONSIDERING 
CECIL DENIED 
YOU A LEAVE OF 
ABSENCE. 


NO--I USED то THINK 
HE WAS DEALING DRUGS. | 
NOW, I DON’T KNOW WHAT 
TO THINK. HE MAY, ў 


| WELL--IT’S JUST... 
М ) 4 
EIN A PeéiNNINe. 
W г 


$0--YOU THINK. Y 
YOUR BOYFRIEND Y 
BECAME A DRUG 

DEALER AFTER 
HIS DAD DIED. 


SEE, HIS SEMESTER IT WAS TEARING THE THEN--AFTER THE 
STARTED BEFORE PLACE UP, PEOPLE WERE SUPERHERO FLIES 
MINE. Т VISITED HIM RUNNING AROUND IN OFF WITH THE MONSTER 
ON CAMPUS ON HIS EVERY DIRECTION TRYING AND EVERYONE IS SAFE... 
FIRST DAY. THIS TO GET AWAY. THEN, I MARK COMES RUNNING 
MONSTER ATTACKED TURN AROUND--AND UP--TELLING ME HOW 


THE STUDENTS. MARK'S GONE. NEXT WORRIED HE 
> THING I KNOW, was. 
THE MONSTER IS ABOUT 
TO ATTACK ME. IT 
WOULD HAVE ТОО, IF 
THIS SUPERHERO HADN’T 
SWOOPED IN AND SAVED 
ME AT THE LAST 
MINUTE. 


y eS 
pe 


ў ት i 
APP 


NO--THAT’S МОТ IN THE MIPPLE OF THE 
STUPID. I WANTED APOLOGY--HE 
OKAY TO TALK TO YOU STARTED TALKING TO 
YOU RE BECAUSE НЕ SHOWED — HIMSELF--TOUCHED 
BIEHT--ıT’S ОР AT МУ DORM ROOM HIS EAR--AND THEN 


JUMPED OUT OF 
THE WINDOW. 


TONIGHT AFTER YOU 
GUYS DROPPED 
ME OFF. 


I 
THOUGHT 
HE WAS AN 
ALIEN. 


I LOOKED 
OUT THE 
WINDOW AND 
НЕ WAS GONE. 
JUST GONE. 


АРЕЕ ЕЗСАРЕ. 


NO--HE CAN'T ВЕ. 
THE ONE THAT SAVED 


HIS EVIL SUPERHERO 
DAD. REMEMBER? 
IT WAS ON THE 
News. 


ምእ 4 
A | // 2 ሠሪ 
የ. YO 
t IT N 
НАРРЕМЕР 
7 RIGHT AROUND 
| THE TIME тнАТ-- | 


PHYSICS TEACHER, 
HUH? MY MIDDLE 


TEACHER М 
KINETIC KILLER-- 


THOUGH. 


|| Р 
111 


YOUR BOYFRIEND’S A 
SUPERHERO. 


ОН, HEY “У YOU READY FOR 
RUS--DIDN'T THE BIG MEETING 
See YOU IN FIVE? GONNA BE 
A BIG ONE. LOOKING 
FORWARD TO YOUR 


PRESENTATION. di 
4 - q 


? .-АМР 
I SAID, ЧТ 
SMELLS LIKE 
WE'RE STILL 
SHOOTING 
MONKEYS INTO 
SPACE INSIDE 
m" 


WE’RE ALL РАММ BUSY 
PEOPLE ANP МЕ ALL НАТЕ 
THESE NIGHT MEETINGS 
ANYWAY 50 THERE’S NO 
NEED FOR ANY BIG LEAD-INS. 
HERE WE ARE, HOORAY FOR 
OUR TRIP TO MARS. YOU'RE 
ALL HEROES BUT we've 
STILL GOT WORK RUS--T’ve 
TO DO. BEEN LOOKING 
4) FORWARD To Your 
PRESENTATION ON THE 
MOISTURE IN THOSE 
MARS ROCKS FOR 
WEEKS. LET’S 
HAVE IT, SHALL 
we? 


SON, YOU’RE FIRED. 
NO TWO WAYS ABOUT 
IT. Т DON’T KNOW IF 
THE FAME’S GOTTEN 
TO YOUR HEAD BUT 
YOU’VE BEEN 
WORTHLESS 
SINCE THE 
MISSION. I’M 
FED UP. 


I DON’T HAVE 
IT, SIE. T HAVE 
FAILEP YOU. T 
WAS UNABLE ТО 
COMPLETE МҮ 
TASK. 


MEANS YOU 
DON’T HAVE A 
JOB. YOU’RE 


FIRED? WHAT 
DOES THAT 
MEAN? 


WHAT? DID 
YOU THINK WE 
WERE GOING 
TO EXECUTE 
YOU? 


ТЕЦ. МЕ YOU 
Е INVINCIBLE 

H OR 

| L TH 


Bi 


PON'T ве CUTE. ТМ 
NOT MEANING, Т- 
CAN’T-BE-HURT 

“INVINCIBLE.” I MEAN 
I’M-THE-BLUE-AND- 
YELLOW-GUY-FROM- 
TV “INVINCIBLE.” 4 


THE ONE WHO Ў THE ONE WHOSE Ч THE ONE WHO 
CAUGHT OUR DAP KILLED ALL SAVEP ME ON 
PHYSICS THOSE PEOPLE АМР CAMPUS THAT 
TEACHER. DISAPPEARED WHILE DAY. 
YOUR рар DIED 
IN A CAR 
CRASH. 


OKAY. I'M HIM. 
I'M THE GUY. GOOFY 
GOGGLES, BIG COOL 
LOOKING "I" ON HIS 

CHEST. THAT'S 
ME. 


YOU’RE NOT SAYING 
THIS TO GET OFF 
THE HOOK. FOR 

ABANDONING ME ON 

CAMPUS ARE 


эт 
то ТЕЦ. YOU 
EARLIER 


TONIGHT. 


THIS IS A 
NEW FABRIC-- 
ISN’T SUPPOSED 
TO RIP. I'M GOING 

HAVE TO 
MY MONEY 
BACK. 


YOU’RE REALLY 
GOING TO HAVE TO 
ELABORATE ON 
THAT DRUG DEALER 
THING. I'M 

CONFUSED. 


62 ከን 


፲ МАМТЕР 
ል NOBEL РЕІ2Е--1 

WANTED TO REUNITE 
GRANDMOTHERS 
АМР LOVED 


LITTLE РР 74 WHERE I SOUGHT Y YOU KNOW, 

I KNOW WHAT TO CREATE LIFE Т NEWTON 
MY STUDIES SUCCEEDED IN DISCOVERED 
WOULD LEAP МЕ CREATING Д GRAVITY BY 


TO. WHAT DOORS у ACCIDENT. 

I WOULP BLOW 
OPEN WITH MY 
RESEARCH. 


WHAT Т 
HAVE CREATED 
16 NOT MERELY 

А PROCESS WITH 
WHICH ТО ВЕ- 
ANIMATE LIFE-- 
BUT IT IS THE 
ULTIMATE 
KILLING 

MACHINE. 


I'LL HAVE YOU KNOW 
IT’S TAKEN MY ENTIRE 
COLLEGE CAREER TO GET 
TO THIS POINT. YOU CAN’T 
\ RUSH GENIUS, OF COURSE, 
ነ BUT ፲ WOULP HAVE 


! ` PREFERRED TO 
І. ACHIEVE MORE... оғ 


KNOW THIS 
ЕХРЕРІМЕМТ 
STARTED OUT 

SIMPLY AS А WAY 
TO REANIMATE 
РЕАР TISSUE--TO 
А CREATE LIFE 

WHERE THERE 


N Š 


— 
— 


аа 


EN 


WHAT AN 
HONOR IT 


1 MUST BE FOR 


YOU--TO ВЕ 
THE FIRST. ሪያ 


umm 


Se 
b) деди 
S 


CHAPTER FOUR | 


Та 


4 Pay 

y , >. 
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TELL МЕ 
EVERYTHING. 
YOU HAVE 
TO TELL ME 


YOU HAVE NO IDEA 
HOW GOOD IT FEELS 
TO FINALLY GET THAT 

OFF MY CHEST. I’M 


WELL. 


NO--I WANT TO 
KNOW HOW ЕУЕРҮ- 
THING HAPPENED... 
І WANT TO KNOW ALL 
ABOUT YOU. Т WANT 
TO KNOW IT 

ALL. 


50 HAPPY YOU’RE 
) TAKING THIS 60 


EVERY- 
THING? YOU'VE 
SEEN MOST OF 
ІТ ON THE NEWS. 
YOU KNOW ME-- 
THE SUPERHERO 
STUFF IS ALL 
TELEVISED. 


MY 
BOYFRIEND IS 

A SUPERHERO. 
I CAN’T BELIEVE 


BEGINNING. 


HOW UNBELIEVABLY 
COOL THAT 15. 
I'M STILL IN SHOCK. 


THE BEGINNING? IT’S 
KIND OF LATE ALREADY. 
ARE YOU SURE YOU WANT 
ME TO TELL YOU THE 
WHOLE STORY 
TONIGHT? 


МАЕК, 
LISTEN TO 
MY BOYFRIEND, 
YOU, JUST 
REVEALED To ME 
НЕ’5 A SUPERHERO. 
І DON’T THINK THERE’S 
ANY DANGER OF ME 
SLEEPING AT ALL 


ANY TIME 
SOON. 


OC -- 
UNDERSTOOD. 
WILL DO. 


OKAY--LET ME 
REPHRASE. 


CUT ME SOME SLACK, 
OKAY? T'VE NEVER 
ACTUALLY SAT DOWN 


START AND TOLP THIS 


AT THE I'M TRYING STORY 
МЕРЕ A BEGINNING. TO FIGURE BEFORE. 
OUT WHAT THE 


OUT WHERE 


ТО START. рее e 


OKAY--YOU KNOW 
NOW THAT MY DAD 
WAS OMNI-MAN, 
THE DEFENDER OF 
DEMOCRACY OR 
WHATEVER 
THEY CALLED 
HIM. 


NOPE. IN FACT, UP 
UNTIL THE POINT 
WHERE HE SAT ME 
DOWN TO TELL МЕ--Т 
HAD NO CLUE WHAT 


WAS GOING 
р ом. 


І DIDN'T FIND OUT 
UNTIL Т WAS ABOUT 
SEVEN YEARS OLD. UP 
UNTIL THAT РОІМТ--Т 
JUST THOUGHT MY 
DAP WAS A 
WRITER... 


YOU DIDN'T 
SUSPECT 
ANYTHING? 


HE TOLD ME ALL KINDS OF 
THINGS. ALL ABOUT THE PLANET 
HE CAME FROM, VILTRUM, AND 
THE KIND OF PEOPLE THEY WERE. 
НЕ TOLD ME ABOUT THE “WORLD | | THEY WERE FORMED ТО 
BETTERMENT COMMITTEE.” BRING WORLDS UP TO 
VILTRUM’S STANDARD OF 


PERFECTION. THEY WERE 

MY PAP WAS ON SOME KIND 

THE GOOP GUYS. OF WATCH DUTY WHEN HE 
SPOTTED EARTH--STUDIED 
IT AND FELL IN Love WITH IT. 

WHEN THE VILTEUMITES 

DECIDED EARTH WAS TOO 
REMOTE AND UNDEVELOPED 
FOR THEM TO WASTE THEIR 

| TIME IMPROVING, HE QUIT. 


AND CAME 
TO EARTH 
TO LIVE. 


NO. HE TOLP ME 
WHEN I WAS SEVEN. 
НЕ SAID IF Т WAS 
GOING TO GET POWERS 

THEY’D PROBABLY 
KICK IN AROUND 
PUBERTY--THIRTEEN, 
FOURTEEN. 


WHILE HE WAS 
TELLING ME THIS 
STORY--HE TOLD ME 
ABOUT HIS POWERS, 
FLIGHT, SUPER-SPEED, 
SUPER-STRENGTH. HE 
SAID THERE WAS A 
&oop CHANCE THAT 
I WOULD GET 
THEM. 


I DIDN'T 
KNOW ANY 
OF THAT. 


РР THEY? 
THE POWERS 


NO--NOT UNTIL T WAS THAT'S THE THING, V MY MOM USED TO V LIKE I SAIP--IT 
SEVENTEEN. IT WAS SEE... Т GREW UP TALK. TO МЕ ABOUT TOOK FOREVER... 


I MEAN. DID BARELY A YEAR AGO EXPECTING MY HOW IT WOULD ВЕ I MEAN, I HAD 
THEY KICK IN ACTUALLY. ТОМ... І POWERS. EVERY OKAY IF 1 WAS ALMOST GIVEN UP, 
WHEN YOU GUESS I’M A LATE DAY I WOKE UP NORMAL. SHE DIDN’T AND STOPPED 


WERE FOUR- BLOOMER. 4 AND COULDN’T 
FLY WAS A 


DISAPPOINT- 


WANT ME TO BE TOO 
DISAPPOINTED IF 
I PIPN'T ФЕТ МҮ 
POWERS. 


THINKING ABOUT 
IT. 


50, OF COURSE, 1 
WAS THRILLED WHEN 
І FINALLY DID GET 
MY POWERS. 


THE WEEKS THAT I TELL YOU, SCHOOL Т EVEN PUT TOGETHER 1 WISH 1 
FOLLOWED ARE A CERTAINLY ТООК A ALITTLE COSTUME, TO COULD НАМ 
BLUR. TESTING MY BACK SEAT THOSE MASK MY IDENTITY SEEN IT. 
STRENGTH, TRYING TO FIRST COUPLE WEEKS. WHILE I PRACTICED 
FLY, LEARNING TO DO IT WAS ALMOST FLYING. RUBBER 
THINGS REALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO JUST GLOVES, А ВАМРАМА-- 


FAST...IT WAS A 
LOT OF FUN. 


SIT IN A DESK KNOWING SWEATPANTS. IT WAS 
I COULP PO ALL 
THAT OTHER 
STUFF. 


RIDICULOUS. 


I САМ SHOW ІТ Y ANYWAY--MY DAD MY PAP KNEW A ONCE I НАР THE COSTUME, T 


TO YOU. 1 STILL SAW МЕ IN THAT GUY--A TAILOR-- DOVE HEAD FIRST INTO MY LIFE 
HAVE IT AT HOME... GETUP ONCE AND SUPER SECRET STUFF. AS А SUPERHERO. Т FOUGHT 
EXCEPT THE TOOK ME TO GET HE STILL MAKES ALL SOME GUYS--MET SOME OTHER 
GLOVES. MY MY FIRST MY COSTUMES. HE’S HEROES--ALL IN THE AFTER A 
MOM USED COSTUME. ል FRIEND OF THE SPAN OF A MONTH. WHILE--L 


THOSE ON 
DISHES... 


FAMILY. EVEN GOT TO 
GO ON AFEW 
MISSIONS 
WITH MY 
DAD. 


ТР SEEN HIM ON THE NEWS MILLIONS OF 
TIMES WHILE GROWING UP. YOU’D THINK 
I WOULD BE USED TO IT. 


BEING THERE, SEEING HIM IN PERSON--WATCHING 
HIM UP CLOSE--IT WAS MESMERIZING. HE WAS 
MOVING 60 FAST HE WOULD JUST SEEM ТО APPEAR 
WHERE HE WAS NEEDED. 


I DIDN’T SEE HIM HESITATE FOR 
4 EVEN A SECOND. HE TRULY WAS 
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ОН, SORRY. Т WAS УЕАН, ОҒ 
JUST--I WAS THINKING COURSE. SORRY 
ABOUT THE WAY THINGS I--WHERE 


. BEFOR ARE YOU WAS ፲2 
WERE, ВЕР Б OKAY? 


YOU НАР OH, YEAH. AROUND I REMEMBER. 
JUST BECOME THAT SAME TIME, TWIN PINES MALL 
ል SUPER- STUDENTS AT OUR WAS CLOSED FOR 


LIKE--FOUR 
MONTHS. IT WAS 


| HORRIBLE. 


THE WHOLE 
THING--NOT JUST 
THE MALL BEING 
CLOSED--OF 
COURSE. 


HIGH SCHOOL, YOU’LL 
REMEMBER, WERE 
TURNING UP ALL OVER 
TOWN, WITH BOMBS 
INSIDE ТНЕМ-- 
BLOWING STUFF 
UP. 


HERO. 


YEAH--THAT’S RIGHT. IT WAS ABOUT 
A WEEK LATER THAT ATOM EVE АМР Т 
ACTUALLY STOPPED THE GUY BEHIND 
IT ALL, WHO TURNED OUT TO BE 
MR. HILES, OUR PHYSICS TEACHER. 


HE WAS A REAL NUT JOB AND HAD 
SOMEHOW EVEN TURNED HIMSELF 
4 INTO A BOMB. НЕ WAS GOING ТО 
KILL BOTH OF US IN HIS FINAL ACT 
| BUT ፲ FLEW НІМ TO ANTARCTICA 60 
THE EXPLOSION WOULPN'T 
№ 


ЕМЕ HELPEP МЕ OUT ALOT FAN 
IN THOSE DAYS ACTUALLY. — a 
SHE WAS KINDA LIKE МУ መፍ | 


YEAH--IT KINDA IS. 
JEEZ, DON’T SAY 
ANYTHING, THOUCH. 
SHE’D BE REALLY 
PISSED IF SHE 
FOUND OUT 1 TOLD 
YOU. 


ATOM EVE? 
SHE'S NOT--I 
MEAN--THAT'S 
NOT OUR EVE 
IS IT? 


YOU CAN TRUST ME, 
MARK. Т PROMISE. 
IF NOTHING ELSE 
COMES OF THIS 
TALK--I REALLY 
WANT TO MAKE 
SURE YOU AT 
LEAST KNOW 
THAT. 


OF COURSE. ANYWAY-- 
І FIRST DISCOVERED 
THEY WERE STUDENTS 
FROM OUR SCHOOL 
BECAUSE MY DAD AND 
І ENCOUNTERED ONE 
OF THEM IN LAKESIPE 
MALL. 


J THE GUY MUST | 


HAVE НАТЕР MALLS. 

ANYWAY, WE GOT TO 

HIM JUST BEFORE HE 
WENT OFF-- 


I TRUST YOU, AMBER. 
I WOULDN’T BE 
TELLING YOU ALL THIS 
IF Т DIDN'T. IT’S JUST 
SOMETHING YOU 
GOTTA SAY, 

Y’KNOW. 
— 


I RECOGNIZED HIM 
FROM SCHOOL. DAD 
THREW HIM INTO 
THE SKY AND SAVED 
THE MALL. 


YOU were N 
ON TV, THEN. 
THAT WAS WHEN 
YOU CALLED OMNI- 
MAN "DAD" AND 
EVERYONE FOUND 
OUT YOU WERE 
HIS SON. 


50 YEAH, 
HILES WAS 
MY FIRST BIG 
SUPERVILLAIN. 
IF YOU CAN 
EVEN CALL HIM 
THAT. 


I FACED А РЕМ GOOD 
ONES: THE MAULER 
TWINS, TITAN, DOC 


YEAH, WELL--THAT’S 
BECAUSE YOU’RE NOT 
IN "THE BUSINESS." 


NO. Т WATCH THE 


YEAH--UH--ANYWAY , 


NEWS. THERE'S ል THINGS WENT ALONG 


PRETTY SMOOTHLY 

SEISMIC, THE LIZARD OTHERWISE YOU'D NEW SUPERVILLAIN FOR ALONG TIME. 
LEAGUE, ANP THIS ONE TOTALLY KNOW WHO ON THERE EVERY 

THEY WERE. 


PUPE CALLEP "THE 
ELEPHANT" BUT HE 
WAS REALLY JUST A 
LAME RIP-OFF OF 
“THE RHINO." 


THEN--SHORTLY 
BEFORE YOU AND І 
GOT TOGETHER 
EVERYTHING 
CHANGED. 


WEEK. THE CHRO- 
МОРЕ, MEGA- 
BRAIN, SEBASTIAN 
KAHN... Т SEE 
VILLAINS ON TV-- 


BUT NONE OF THE 


GUYS YOU 
GUY KINDA MENTIONED. 
SUCKED. 4 


THE GUARDIANS 
OF THE GLOBE 
WERE KILLED. 
12 


THE PREMIER SUPER TEAM, ል 
TEAM WHO HAD SAVED THE WHOLE 
PLANET MORE TIMES THAN ANYONE 

COULD COUNT--WAS WIPED OUT 
IN ONE DAY. THEY WERE GONE. 


Ай Yani 


I HAD NO 

IDEA WHO 

HAD DONE 
ІТ. 


BEFORE YOU 
FOUNP OUT? 


I PON'T--I'VE 
NEVER TALKED 
ABOUT THIS 


OH, 
MARK.--1/M 
50 SORRY. 
YOU САМ 
STOP IF YOU 
WANT. 


I НАР МО CLUE WHAT Т WAS 
IN FOR. Т COULPN’T FIGURE 
OUT WHY THE IMMORTAL 


WHEN Т ARRIVED, AND 
SAW МҮ FATHER PUNCHING 
A HOLE THROUGH THE 
IMMORTAL I WAS ONLY 

MORE CONFUSED. 


A 
I WAS IN SHOCK--IT 
WAS LIKE I LEFT MY 
BODY. I COULDN’T 
BELIEVE WHAT I WAS 
SEEING WAS REAL. 


HE DIPN’T KNOW I WAS 

THERE YET--I HEARD 

THEM TALKING WHILE 
THEY FOUGHT. 


IT SEEMED 
LIKE HE 
STARED AT ME 
FOREVER. 


WHEN HE 
SAW THAT Т 
WAS THERE-- 
HE JUST LOOKED 
AT ME, LIKE 
HE WAS AS 
SHOCKED AS 
І was. 


THAT’S WHEN 
I FOUND OUT THAT 
МҮ ҒАТНЕЕ--МҮ 
FATHER KILLED 
THE GUARDIANS 
OF THE GLOBE. 


NO, I’M FINE. THE 
IMMORTAL, THE LEADER 
OF THE GUARDIANS 
OF THE GLOBE, CAME 
BACK TO LIFE. 


NO РОН, 
RIGHT? WITH 


THAT NAME, Т 


HE CAME AFTER 
MY FATHER. IT WAS 
ON THE NEWS THAT THEY 
WERE FIGHTING--SO І 
FLEW TO WHERE THEY 
WERE, NOT KNOWING 
WHAT WAS GOING 
N. 


ANWAY -- 


НЕ ТОР МЕ--НЕ TOLD 
МЕ THAT EVERYTHING 
НЕ НАР EVER TOLD 
МЕ АВООТ 
HIMSELF-- 


NO--IE 
Т DON'T 
FINISH THIS. 
NOW Т NEVER 
WILL. AND ፲ 
WANT 10 
FINISH 
THIS. 


EVERYTHING WAS A LIE. THERE WAS 
NO "WORLD BETTERMENT COMMITTEE" IT 


WAS THE "WORLD CONQUERING COMMITTEE." 
THE VILTRUMITES WEREN'T PERFECTING 
WORLDS. THEY WERE CONQUERING THEM. 


MY FATHER WASN'T HERE TO 
PROTECT EARTH--HE WAS HERE 
ТО ENSLAVE US. EVERY MINUTE 
OF MY LIFE WITH HIM WAS A LIE. 


ሽ не SAID НЕ NEVER 
LOVED му MOTHER. 


НЕ ASKED МЕ TO HELP HIM: 
AFTER RAISING ME AS A HUMAN 
не WANTED ме то ENSLAVE 
THEM. I REFUSE! 


I TOLD HIM ፲. Т 
WOULD вто! 
НІМ. Е 


THE GOVERNMENT му MOM TOOK IT THE THERE'S BEEN A 1 DON'T KNOW WHAT 
HAP A RECORDING OF HARPEST--STARTED ^ COUPLE TIMES WHEN то DO. ፲ MEAN--I 

YOUR ARGUMENT-- DRINKING. SHE BARELY YOU CAME OVER TO THE KNOW EXACTLY HOW 
EVERYTHING HE SAID. EVER LEAVES THE HOUSE I'VE SHUFFLED SHE FEELS, WELL, 
IT WAS СЕДКЕР TO House. YOU UP то MY ROOM OR ALMOST. ፲ MEAN, T 


THE MEDIA. ፲ SAW 
THE SPECIAL--1 
HEARD EVERYTHING 
НЕ SAID TO 


SUGGESTED STAYING LOST MY FATHER-- 
OUTSIDE TO KEEP YOU SHE LOST HER 
FROM SEEING HER-- HUSBAND. 
PASSED OUT-- 
DRUNK. 


1 CAN РО THIS--IT’S I Love 
You, MARK 
GRAYSON. 
т DON'T 
WANT TO ЧЕ 
то YOU 
ANYMORE. 


47 E. 
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I WAS PRETTY MUCH 
TIME--BUT YEAH, НЕ 


JUST STOPPED BEATING 
ОМ МЕ AND FLEW 


> AWAY. 
тромт 7 


I'M SORRY. 
T NEVER EVEN 
KNEW. 


I MEAN--I 
THOUGHT YOUR 
PAP DIED INA CAR 
CRASH, THIS IS 


SOMEHOW 08 ALMOST 
worse. KILLED МЕ, АМР 


THEN JUST 
STOPPED. 


DIDN'T JUST. 
Lose Your FATHER, 
YOU LOST ALL THE 
MEMORIES OF YOUR 
FATHER AS WELL. 


„| НЕ Beat me < 
NEARLY то ДА ለደ 


ILove You 
ТОО, AMBER 
BENNETT. 


E E 
FOUGHT. 4 E 


a 


и 


D 
zad 
THEN HE FLEW 
INTO SPACE. 


CECIL TOLD ME LATER 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
TRACKED HIM IN SPACE 

UNTIL HE WAS OUT OF 
RAN 


ОН, SORRY. Т GUESS 
I GOT ALITTLE AHEAD 
OF MYSELF. CECIL 
WAS THE GUY THAT 
SAVED ME--AFTER MY 

DAD LEFT ME FOR 
mp DEAD, THAT IS. 


CALLED CECIL? 
OH, NO--HE'S ል 
SPOOKY GOVERN- 
MENT GUY--REALLY 

NICE THOUGH. I 
LIKE HIM. 


НЕ’5 GOT 
SOME KIND OF 
SUPER SECRET 


HE REALLY SAVED MY LIFE 
IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE-- 
HELPING OUT MY MOTHER 
AND ALL. AFTER HE PATCHED 
ME UP, HE HIRED ME ON 
TO REPLACE MY DAD. 


SEEMS MY DAD HAD 
BEEN WORKING FOR 
HIM, ALLOWING CECIL 
TO MONITOR THE = 
PLANET АМР TELL MY 
DAD WHERE TO BE-- 


UNDERGROUND BASE 
BELOW THE PENTAGON. 
THEY HAD THE ONLY 
HOSPITAL QUALIFIED 
TO TREAT MY 
INJURIES. 


IN RETURN, ALL ፲ HAVE TO DO 
1S ALLOW HIM TO DIRECT MY 
SUPERHERO ACTIVITIES--I'D 

BE SAVING PEOPLE ANYWAY -- 

АМР HE JUST HELPS МЕ SAVE 


| THE MOST PEOPLE POSSIBLE. 


ТУЕ GOT AN EAR PIECE HE 
TALKS TO ME THROUGH AND 
|| I CARRY A BEEPER SO I'VE 
GOT AN EXCUSE FOR GETTING 
UP AND LEAVING WHILE ТМ 
OUT OF COSTUME. 


WHERE HIS POWERS == 
WOULP HELP THE 
HE SITS IN HIS LITTLE 
CONTROL CENTER AND ፲ 
GO OUT AND SAVE THE 
1 2 ГА WORLD. THAT'S WHY Т 
WHERE ALL MY £ A MISSED SO MUCH SCHOOL 
РАР’5 NOVELS МЕРЕ ў AM 8 TOWARDS THE ENP ОҒ 
BESTSELLERS ALL ОР А SENIOR YEAR. 
A SUDDEN, GIVING MY 4 БЕЛ 
МОМ ል 5ТЕАРУ INCOME. 
НЕ ALSO GOT МЕ ል 
SCHOLARSHIP ТО 
UPSTATE UNIVERSITY. 


AND THAT’S NOPE. I’M OUT SAVING 

WHY YOU HAVE THE WORLD--FIGHTING 

OH, AND THE BEEPER. BAD GUYS AND STUFF. 
I САМТ BELIEVE YOU 


THOUGHT I WAS A 
DRUG DEALER. 


UNDER- 
STOOD. SO 
EARLIER TONIGHT 
WHEN I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
TALKING TO 
YOURSELF? 


YOU’RE NOT 
SELLING 


DON’T EVER 
SAY ANYTHING 
ABOUT HIM TO 

ANYONE. HE'S 
WAY TOP SECRET. 
I KNOW--1 САМ 
TRUST YOU. 
JUST GOTTA 
SAY IT 

S Y'KNOW? 


N — 
А 
[ 


VS 


IT'S МОТ THAT ВАР-- BUT THERE ARE SOME 
THERE ARE ENTIRE WEEKS... WHERE ТМ 
WEEKS THAT GO BY WORKING NON-STOP. 
WITHOUT МЕ MAN, THE WEEK ፲ 
GETTING CALLED WENT TO MARS 
TO DO ANY- ALMOST KILLED 
THING. Me. 


WITH ALL THAT--ALL 
THIS SUPERHERO 
STUFF--HOW DO YOU 
EVEN HAVE TIME 
TO GO TO 
SCHOOL? 


ALL THE MONTHS OF BEING VAGUE 
ABOUT WHERE I’VE BEEN, BEING 
LATE TO EVERYTHING, DESERTING 
YOU AND MY FRIENDS AT THE DROP 
OF A HAT WITH LITTLE TO NO REASON 
GIVEN--IT’S TAKEN IT’S TOLL. 


Ы ы ረ E] 
L — መሪ Г መመ 
THE LAST COUPLE WEEKS HAVE REALLY 2 
TORN МЕ UP. I ЗАМЕР YOU FROM THAT 
MONSTER ОМ CAMPUS--BUT TO YOU-- 2 
IT LOOKED LIKE Т ABANDONED YOU. = 
) WT TTIITTII 7777 ЖЕКПЕ 


IT WAS LIKE, 
A WEEK BEFORE 
I STARTED COLLEGE. 
NOT LONG AGO. ТЛА. 
TELL YOU ALL ABOUT 
IT LATER, JUST--I 
WANTED ТО APOLOGIZE 
TO YOU BEFORE Т FINISH. 


DON’T WORRY. 
IT’S ALL 
BETTER 
Now. 


УЕАН-- 
ІТ ጆች най 


I'M SORRY I DIDN’T 
TELL YOU EARLIER. Т 
KNOW I SHOULD HAVE-- 
I SHOULD HAVE TRUSTED 
YOU--AND І DIDN'T. Т/М 
SORRY I PUT YOU 


YOUR BOY- 
FRIEND 15 А 
SUPER- 
HERO. 


MY BOYFRIEND 
16 A SUPER- 


50 
THAT'S МЕ-- 
SUPERHERO 
MARK. THAT’S 
EVERY- 
THING. 


WHAT? 
YOU WANT M 
ገሉ Ч YOU TOLD 


BESIDE N 
FIGURED 
YOU SORT OF 
Р 
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YOU’RE READY FOR 


RUSH YOU INTO 
ANYTHING. 


A 


ONLY 
WANT ТО РО THIS 

DII IF Y OU WANT TO. Po 
YOU WANT TO РО 

ሔል THIS RIGHT мои? 


WELL, NOW THAT YOU 
MENTION IT, ТМ NOT 
READY TO PO IT 
RIGHT NOW. 


BORN OF A RACE ENDANGERED, CAST OUT OF THEIR HOMEWORLD LIKE А BAND ОҒ GYPSIES, 
TESTED AND EXPERIMENTED ON TO INCREASE HIS STRENGTH AND SPEED, UNTIL HE EMERGED 


A GUARDIAN OF THE SPACEWAYS. IMAGE COMICS PRESENTS: ALLEN THE ALIEN IN: 


NW - 


ory т ፥ a . 


AND 60, DEAR READER, WE TURN OUR 
ATTENTIONS ELSEWHERE TO GIVE YOUNG 
MARK GRAYSON AND AMBER BENNETT SOME 
PRIVACY. 


М THIS IS A FAMILY TITLE AFTER ALL. Ё 


YES, МЕ TURN TO EVENTS TRANSPIRING 
ELSEWHERE, ТО ВЕ MORE SPECIFIC, 
DEEP SPACE. TO BE STILL MORE 
SPECIFIC, DEEP SPACE А FEW MONTHS 
AGO. TO BE EVEN STILL MORE SPECIFIC, 
DEEP SPACE А FEW MONTHS AGO, ON A 
DIRECT PATH FROM EARTH TO THE HEART 


፦ 


ሽ ON THIS РАТН МЕ FINP ALLEN THE 
M ALIEN, DILIGENT IN HIS MISSION TO 
M DELIVER NEWS TO HIS SUPERIORS. 
DILIGENT IN BRINGING THEM THE 
MESSAGE OF HIS DEALINGS ON 
м EARTH! 


b 


А MESSAGE THAT GOES SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS: THERE IS A VILTRUMITE 
ጃቫ ON EARTH WITH NO LOYALTIES TO THE 
ВР | VILTRUM EMPIRE. BEYOND THAT 
é THERE IS ANOTHER VILTRUMITE WHO 
~ HAS ABANDONED HIS POST.* 


THESE ACTIONS ARE UNHEARP OF--AND NEWS 
OF THIS MAY WELL BRING THE COALITION THE 
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Я AS ALLEN’S LONG JOURNEY 
HOME CONTINUES HIS MIND 
DRIFTS, THINKING BACK ON 

M THE HUMBLE ORIGINS OF HIS 
PEOPLE... AND HIMSELF. 


A TALE THAT WOULD 
RIVAL DEEP SPACE 
ITSELF IN COLD AND Ñ 


HARSHNESS. 


LIFE ON UNOPA WAS ENDED WHEN 
THE VILTRUMITES INVADED. LIKE A 
PLAGUE OF UNEQUALED POTENCY, 
THE VILTRUMITES SWEPT ACROSS 
THE PLANET--CONQUERING IT IN 
A MATTER OF DAYS. 


IMPRESSED WITH THE UNOPANS 
ABILITY TO ESCAPE AND OVERCOME 
THE HARDSHIPS OF THE VILTRUMITE 
INVASION--THE COALITION OF 
PLANETS INVITED THEM TO JOIN 
THIER RANKS. 


| 


| 
9 


у 


М 


EVER RESOURCEFUL--THE 
UNOPANS WERE ABLE TO ESCAPE 
THEIR PLANET, ABANDONING ІТ FOR 
THE STARS--AND THE PROMISE 

OF A NEW LIFE. 


ONCE THE UNOPANS HAD BEEN 
INDUCTED INTO THE COALITION OF 
PLANETS A PLAN WAS BROUGHT 
BEFORE THE HIGH COUNCIL 

OF ELDERS. 


THE UNOPAN LEADER HAD DEVISED 
A METHOD OF GENETIC ENHANCE- 
MENT THAT MIGHT ENGINEER A 
NEW BREED OF UNOPAN, STRONG 
ENOUGH TO WITHSTAND A 
VILTRUMITE INVASION. 


TO ENSURE THEIR RACE'S SURVIVAL, 
BREEDING CAMPS WERE FORMED 
ON VARIOUS OUTPOSTS. OFFSPRING 
WERE PROPUCED ІМ A FACTORY 
ENVIRONMENT, RESULTING IN A 
COMPLETE BREAKDOWN OF FAMILY 
STRUCTURE AND SOCIAL BEHAVIOR 
IN UNOPAN SOCIETY. 


ИА 


РЕЗРЕКАТЕ ТО ҒІМР А МАУ ТО 
COMBAT THE EVER-EXPANDING 
VILTRUM EMPIRE, THE PLAN WAS 
APPROVED IMMEDIATELY. 


FOR YEARS THE ОМОРАМ UNTIL ALLEN. HE WAS THE FIRST NEARLY FROM THE DAY HE WAS 
GOVERNMENT EXPERIMENTED ON AND ONLY SUBJECT TO SURVIVE BORN HE WAS TAUGHT TO BE THE 
UNBORN FETUSES. THE RESULTS THE TESTS WITHOUT DISFIGURE- GREATEST FIGHTER THE UNIVERSE 
WERE A COMPLETE FAILURE. MENT AND MENTAL HANDICAPS. HAD EVER SEEN. 
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FOR А TIME--IT SEEMED НЕ WAS IMMEDIATELY AFTER ADULTHOOD IT DID NOT GO WELL. IT TURNED 

A COMPLETE SUCCESS. EVEN HAD BEEN REACHED HE WAS SENT OUT THAT ALTHOUGH ALLEN WAS 
BEFORE ADULTHOOD AN OPPONENT ON HIS FIRST MISSION AGAINST STRONGER THAN MOST EVERYTHING 
COULD NOT BE FOUND WHO DIDN’T THE VILTRUMITES. ELSE IN THE UNIVERSE, HE WAS 
FALL BEFORE HIS MIGHT. NOT UP TO VILTRUMITE STANDARDS 


መ y, | | | OF COMBAT. 


አመ CN 

M Ха 

KENN 
AN, 


— а እኘ кофи 
ток № v 


WITH ALLEN РЕРЕАТЕР, THE THE PROGRAM WASN’T A COMPLETE | THE HOPE WAS THAT IF THEY COULD 
PROGRAM WAS ONCE AGAIN CON- LOSS, ALLEN WAS SENT OUT INTO Г DEFEAT HIM--MAYBE THEY WERE 
SIDERED A FAILURE, AND WAS SHUT THE COSMOS UNDER THE GUISE OF STRONG ENOUGH TO DEFEAT A 
DOWN FOR GOOD. "CHAMPION EVALUATION OFFICER." VILTRUMITE AS WELL. 


HIS REAL MISSION WAS TO SEARCH 
FOR BEINGS STRONG ENOUGH TO 
DEFEAT HIM AND REPORT THEIR 
EXISTENCE TO THE COALITION. 


OF COURSE, DEAR READER, 
Я THE STORY DOES МОТ, ІМ 
FACT, END THERE 


NOT EVEN 
CLOSE. 


E ЕТ WERE TO CONTINUE І WOULD 

| TELL YOU OF THE TIMES NOLAN 

| GRAYSON HAD DEFEATED ALLEN 
ON HIS ILL-FATED MISTAKEN 
ENCOUNTERS WITH THE PLANET 
EARTH.* 


EA 


HOW PUE TO ALLEN’S 
REPORTS, THE COALITION 
HAD SCHEDULED HIM 
MORE FREQUENT VISITS 

| TO THE PLANET URATH. 


+ 


» 


*SEEN BRIEFLY ІМ ISSUE 2, AND AGAIN IN ІІ. oe 


THEN I WOULD TELL HOW THE 
COALITION, AFTER LEARNING OF 
Е THE MISTAKE, INFORMED HIM 
а ы ІТ WAS OFF LIMITS--THAT 
I WOULP EVEN CONTINUE TO S. EARTH WAS ALREADY CLAIMED 


TELL YOU ABOUT HOW DURING 4 | BY VILTRUM. 
А CONFRONTATION WITH MARK ) и = = 
GRAYSON, NOLAN’S SON. ALLEN ፪፻ р 
LEARNED THE PLANET НЕ WAS N 222 I WOULP CONTINUE TO ТЕЦ. 
REALLY VISITING WAS | . Ж 2 YOU HOW ALLEN РЕТУРМЕР 
EARTH--NOT URATH. 2 ТО ЕАЕТН ТО МАЕМ МАЕК ОР 
== = 22 THE VILTRUMITE IN THEIR 
MIDST.*** 


WERE 1 ТО CONTINUE WITH 
THIS STORY EVEN FURTHER 

I WOULP INFORM YOU OF 
HOW ALLEN’S WARNING CAME 
TOO LATE. MARK’S FATHER 
WAS ALREADY REVEALED 

TO BE THAT VILTRUMITE.**** 


ALL THIS INFORMATION LED TO 
ALLEN’S CURRENT MISSIVE, AN 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO BE 
GIVEN DIRECTLY TO THE 
COALITION LEADERS. 


YES, DEAR READER--I WOULD 
LOVE TO TELL YOU ALL OF THIS, 
EJT І HAVE NOT THE TIME, 


****ALSO IN ISSUE I3. 
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YES, HOME, OTHERWISE JÁ 
| || — \\ y 


KNOWN AS ТИЕ РІ-АМЕТ 
TALESCRIA, THE CAPITAL አ. 


OF THE COALITION OF | 
PLANETS. THEIR 
EN Р ам. 
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FROM THIS HUMBLE BUILDING THIS BUILDING HOUSES THE MEETING 
AMIDST THE MILLION SKYSCRAPERS ALL OF THE HIGH COUNCIL OF THE 

OF TALESCRIA, THE FATE OF THE COALITION OF PLANETS. ALL DECISIONS 
ENTIRE UNIVERSE IS DECIDED. ON ALL MATTERS ARE DECIDED HERE. 


Upi 7? | Gis) 


THE HIGH COUNCIL CONSISTS OF — — | AL мемвеге or тне COUNCIL Have ам | ፅ 
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES FROM ALL EQUAL VOTE IN ALL MATTERS. EVERY P 
THE PLANETS IN THE COALITION, MATTER REGARDING THE COALITION MUST 

BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE COUNCIL 1 


= 
በ፳. x 
dir 


THIS IS WHO ALLEN 
ANSWERS TO. 


М/НАТ МЕМ/5 
BRING YOU, 
ALLEN OF 
UNOPA? 


TELL HIS STORY HE DOES. HE TELLS OF 
NOLAN ABANDONING EARTH. HE TELLS OF 


WHAT HAS 
TRANSPIRED ON 
EARTH IN RELATION 

TO OUR BATTLES 
WITH THE VILTRUM 
EMPIRE? 


I BRING NEWS 
OF A POSITIVE 
NATURE, GREAT / 


THAEPUS. 


NEWS THAT І 
BELIEVE WILL 
BRING OUR 
PEOPLE GREAT 
HOPE. 


HE TELLS THEM OF HIS TALK 


WITH MARK AND THEN OF ALL 


MARK, TURNING HIS BACK ON HIS HERITAGE, 
EVEN DEFENDING EARTH AGAINST HIS 


VILTRUMITE FATHER. 


Д HIS ENCOUNTERS WITH EARTH. 
THE NEWS BRINGS A STIR OF 
HOPE THROUGHOUT THE HIGH 
COUNCIL, JUST AS ALLEN HAD 
SUSPECTED. 


THIS NEWS BRINGS 


WITH IT MANY QUESTIONS. THE VILTRUMITES’ CURRENT 
QUESTIONS WITH THE TACTIC OF SPREADING THEIR 
POTENTIAL TO TURN THE FORCES THROUGHOUT THE 
UNIVERSE IN HOPES OF 
FAVOR. IF ONE INDIVIDUALLY CONQUERING 
MULTIPLE PLANETS AT 
ONCE MAY BE PROVEN 


TIDE IN OUR 


VILTRUMITE HAS 
ABANDONED HIS POST, 
50 TOO, IT STANDS ТО 
REASON, COULD OTHERS. 
IF VILTRUMITE OFFSPRING 
BORN ON ALIEN WORLDS 
HAVE NO LOYALTY TO THE 
VILTRUM EMPIRE--WE 
MUST DISCOVER IF 
THERE ARE 


FOLLY, 


(Е THAT 
ВЕ THE CASE, 
WE MUST LEARN 
TO EXPLOIT THIS 
WEAKNESS. 


Yes, 
NEWLY АРРЕР 
REPRESENTATIVE 


FROM THE PLANET 
GELDARIA. WHAT 
HAVE YOU TO 
SAY? 


MY RECENTLY LIBERATED 
HOME WORLD WAS UNDER 
ATTACK FROM THE KRESH, 
AN EMPIRE CHARGED BY 
THE VILTRUMITES TO 


IF THE 
ው VILTRUMITES 


ARE ENLISTING THE 
AID OF CONQUERED 
RACES TO SPREAD 
THEIR EMPIRE, IT IS 
NOT INCONCEIVABLE 
THAT THEY MAY 
ALREADY ВЕ 
WEAKER THAN WE 
REALIZE. 


YES, THIS IS AN EXCELLENT У FURTHERMORE, 
POINT. OUR KNOWLEDGE ON WE MUST SEEK OUT 


THE INNER WORKINGS OF THESE ROGUE 
THE VILTRUM EMPIRE ARE VILTRUMITES AND 
QUESTIONABLE AT BEST. ATTEMPT TO SWAY 


ІТ 15 TRUE THAT WE 
DO NOT KNOW THEIR 
CURRENT 
STATUS. 


THEM TO OUR CAUSE. 
THEY WOULP ВЕ 
VALUABLE 
ALLIES. 


THE 
ONE CALLED 
INVINCIBLE. THE 
OFFSPRING BORN ON 
EARTH IS SYMPATHETIC 
TO OUR CAUSE. 
ANYTHING THAT WILL 
PREVENT THE EVENTUAL 
TAKEOVER OF EARTH 
WILL GAIN HIS 
ASSISTANCE. 


HE HAS 
ALREADY 
STATED AS 
MUCH.* 


YOU HAVE DONE WELL, 
ALLEN OF UNOPA. YOU 
HAVE GIVEN US MUCH 
TO CONVERSE UPON. 
YOU HAVE EARNED 
YOUR LEAVE. 


WE WILL 
CALL ON YOU 
AGAIN WHEN 
YOU ARE 
NEEDED. 
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І НАУЕ 
MISSEP YOU 
А GREAT DEAL, 
TELIA. 


WHY MUST YOU 
ALWAYS INSIST ON 
THINGS YOU KNOW 

І CAN'T DO? 
PHYSICAL LOVE 16 


LIKEWISE, 
HON’. YOU IN 
THE MOOD FOR 1 


ТЕНА-- — 
PLEASE. YOU 
TAN Е 


ше ЕОЕВІРРЕМ AMONG 
“CATCHING UP?” E WHAT? | V ESPECIALLY 

N 2 
I HAVEN'T SEEN WHAT CAN'T WITH ОТНЕР 


І KNOW YOUR PEOPLE Y You’ve ALL 


WERE ENDANGERED JUST GROWN 
R F | HUNDREDS OF YEARS AGO ACCUSTOMED 
SURVIVAL OF YOUR BUT EVERYONE KNOWS TO YOUR 


PEOPLE" AND ALL YOU'RE IN NO DANGER 


YOUR 
BACKWARDS 
THAT CRAP. or EXTINCTION BREEDING 


METHODS. LACTORIES MAY 
BE MORE 
EFFICIENT BUT 


I PROMISE 
YOU THEY'RE 


ч 


он, МО. НОМ САМ Т 
TELL TELIA HOW MUCH 
I TRULY FEEL FOR HER 

WITHOUT B 

UNOPAN’S M 


I COULDN’T 
LIVE WITHOUT 


Е 
WASTE MYSELF ОМ 
RECREATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES WITH 
HER... 


PON"T РЕЕР | 


МЕ ТНАТ ОМОРАМ 


BUT IF Т/М DISCOVERED-- 
ВЕ STRIPPED OF МУ 


CYCLE COMING UV. IF MY 

LEVELS AREN’T ABOVE 

STANDARP--THEY’LL 
REALIZE-- 


THAT МЕУЕЕ 5ТОРРЕР 

YOU BEFORE. РО YOU 

REALIZE HOW MANY 

MONTHS I'VE WAITED 
FOR THIS? 


WITH NO CHARACTERS READILY YES, OUT OF COURTESY FOR 
AVAILABLE FOR US TO TURN OUR ALLEN, TELIA, AND ALL THE 
ATTENTION TO, WE'RE FORCED YOUNGER READERS IN THE 
TO PATIENTLY WAIT OUTSIDE. AUDIENCE WE'LL JUST WAIT... 


цал! 
(YOU PON"T EVEN WANT TO KNOW 
waT K ጋ... 1S DOING 
| 


GHT NOW. Ж 


ALLEN, HIGH ABOVE TALESCRIA, 
CAPITAL OF THE COALITION 
ዘ OF PLANETS. 


LATER--AFTER THE REUNION HAS . . 
= М 


М BREAKFAST AT THEIR FAVORITE 
DINER. 


OH, MAN! I DON’T REALIZE 
HOW MUCH Т MISS FRESH 
KANZLOK WHILE I’M OUT 
ON MY MISSIONS 
UNTIL т бет 
BACK. 


I CAN’T 
THINK OF 
ANYTHING 


WHAT? LIKE THERE’S SOME UNOPAN SPY 
SITTING AT THE NEXT BOOTH OVER THAT’S 
GOING TO SEE YOU CONVERSING WITH ME, 
PIECE TOGETHER THE MEANING OF OUR 
à HALF FINISHEP STATEMENTS ANP x, 
ARREST YOU ON THE 
SPOT? 


YES ОҒ COURSE--THAT... 
AND YOU. I MEANT FOOD 
SPECIFICALLY. I’M ALWAYS 
THINKING ABOUT THALMUN 
BARS AND OTHER SWEETS 
BUT І NEVER THINK 
ABOUT KANZLOK UNTIL 
I GET BACK. 


AND PLEASE-- 
DON’T SPEAK OF 
OUR--YOU K.NOW-- 
IN PUBLIC. IT’S 
TOO RISKY. 


THAT’S 
RIDICUL-- 


gw 7 ß 
ALLEN IS BARELY EVEN AWARE 3 

OF THE VILTRUMITE’S SUPPEN 

АМР VIOLENT ATTACK. š 


ቼ HIS THOUGHTS ARE ОМ TELIA; 
“DID SHE SURVIVE THE 
| EXPLOSION?" HE THINKS. : 


u 
бы 


WILL TELL МЕ 
EVERYTHING YOU 
KNOW ABOUT YOUR ARE CERTAIN НЕ N 
ENCOUNTER WITH WAS VILTRUMITE? 
THE VILTRUMITE YOU ARE CERTAIN 
OF EARTH. HE SIRED AN HEIR? 
YOU ARE CERTAIN 
HE ABANDONED 
HIS POST? 


OBVIOUSLY, YOU’VE 
ALREADY HEARD MY 
STORY. IT’S ALL TRUE. 
I GOT IT DIRECTLY FROM 
THE SON. SOUNDS LIKE 
YOUR TROOPS ARE 
FALTERING IN LOYALTY, 
TO Me. 


CONFIRM . YOU 
YOU REALLY В ша 1 кмом-- 4 

ЕМСООМТЕРЕР NEP TWO EYES-- 

ደ ЛЭ 5 MUSTACHE. YOU 
VILTRUMITE 23 BICLOPS 
STATIONED » ALL LOOK 

THERE LOOK 4 4 ТНЕ ЗАМЕ 
LIKE? Т d - 


ВАР NEWS 
FOR YOU-- 
00? NEWS 
FOR US. 


LATER--MUCH LATER-- 
AT THE MEDICAL CENTER 
OF TALESCRIA. = 
HOURS AFTER ALLEN’S 1112 
PY WAS RECOVERED. 25 
| | | 


ди: 


LUCKY 
THIS TIME. 


THIS 15 
A TIME ОЕ 
CELEBRATION, 
REMORSE. 


PO NOT АТТЕМРТ TO MOVE 
ዕፎ REPLY. THOSE FACILITIES 
WILL BE BEYOND YOUR GRASP 

FOR SOME TIME--BUT 


KNOW 
YOU CAN 
LISTEN. 


FIRST THAEDUS TALKS TO ALLEN 
OF HIS INJURIES. HIS EYE WAS 
REATTACHED--HIS ENTRAILS WERE 


EN "А >= 


Y, HE WILL 
Live. | 
k. 


IT IS NO LONGEE SAFE TO 
ВЕРОКТ TO THE НЕАР COUNCIL 
OF THE COALITION. FROM THIS 
MOMENT FORTH, ALLEN IS TO 
REPORT DIRECTLY TO THAEDUS 
AND NO OTHER. 


„СА 


ANY NEWS ዕይ HIS INTERGALACTIC 
DEALINGS ARE NOT TO BE REPORTED 
TO ANYONE BUT THAEDUS HIMSELF. 
FALSE REPORTS ARE TO BE COMPILED 
АМР REPORTED TO THE COUNCIL. 


THEN, HE’S GIVEN THE 
REASON FOR SUCH 
CAUTIOUS AND SUSPICIOUS 
BEHAVIOR. 


= 


THERE IS А MOLE 
WITHIN THE HEAD 
COUNCIL OF THE 

COALITION. 


ITSELF 16 IN 
JEOPARDY. 


THIS 
COULD VERY 
WELL BE THE 

BEGINNING 
OF THE 
ENP. 
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HEY, 
UH--YOU 
CHANGED 


MY 
BOOTS? 


THAT'S COOL. 
T LIKE IT. NOT 
BAD. THIS ONE 
ISN’T GOING 
TO GET ALL 
RIPPED ОР, IS 
ІТ? ፲ THOUGHT 
THESE NEW 
ONES WEREN’T 
SUPPOSED 
TO RIP. 


YEAH, I WANTED TO 
SIMPLIFY THE DESIGN 
A BIT. SIMPLE IS IN THIS 

YEAR, Y'KNOW. THAT 

LITTLE SQUARE OF BLACK 
CLOTH SHOWING THROUGH 
DIDN'T MAKE A WHOLE LOT 
OF SENSE--IT WAS KINDA 
LIKE SAYING “LOOK, WEAK 
SPOT HERE” OR 
SOMETHING. 


ALSO, IT’S 
ALOT EASIER 
TO SUPPORT 
THE KNEEPAD 

NOW THAT 

THERE'S A 
WHOLE BOOT 

UNDER IT. 


I DON’T REALLY 
KNOW WHAT TO TELL 
YOU ON THAT FRONT. 

THAT FABRIC WAS 

SOLD TO ME AS 
UNRIPPABLE--IT WAS 

A GOVERNMENT 

CLOSEOUT--IT’S 

PROBABLY 
CR, 


MARK--UM-- 
WHEN’S THE 
LAST TIME YOU 
TALKED TO YOUR 
MOTHER? 


I MADE THIS 
ONE FROM A 


DIFFERENT ROLL... 


MAYBE THE 
OTHER BATCH 
WAS BAD. 


| TRY A MONTH. FOR ል NORMAL 
COLLEGE КР THAT WOULDN^T 
BE ል BIG DEAL, YOU’RE 
GROWING UP--IT 5 GOOD TO 
GET AWAY FROM THE NEST-- 
BUT, SON--SHE KNOWS 
YOU CAN COME VISIT 
HER IN A SPLIT 
SECOND. 


MIND. 


IT'LL PO YOU HEH--I'vE 
СООР TO GET OUT BEEN AWAY 
OF THAT DORM FROM MY 
ROOM, AWAY FROM DORM ROOM 


ALL THE PARTIES PLENTY. 


І DIDN'T 
EVEN SLEEP 
THERE LAST 
NIGHT. 


YOU’RE ATA GOOD 
AGE FOR THAT--JUST 
ВЕ CAREFUL. YOU SEEM 
HAPPY. IT’S A GOOD 
LOOK FOR YOU--A 
WELCOME 
CHANGE. 


І KNOW--I KEEP MEANING TO 
SEE HER BUT THEN SOMETHING 
COMES UP. AND THAT HOUSE-- 
IT'S GOT SO MANY MEMORIES. 
SINCE I GOT OUT OF IT, I'VE 
BEEN ABLE TO PUT THINGS 
OUT OF MY 


BACK. 


£ 
NOW. I’M 
SORRY, АЕТ-- 
YOU’RE RIGHT. 
ТАД. GO SEE HER 
| AS SOON AS ТМ 
DONE HERE. 


WELL! Т MEAN! 

UH! IT’S JUST 
THAT MY GIRL- 
FRIEND AND I-- 
UM--NO, UH. 
I--UH. 


YOU CAN 
STOP RIGHT 
THERE, MARK. 
፲ DON’T NEED 
TO HEAR ANY 
MORE THAN 
THAT. 


АМР BELIEVE IT ዕፎ NOT, 
WIFE АМР MOTHER ISN’T 
THE EXTENT OF MY LIFE 
GOALS. I'VE GOT A 
BUSINESS DEGREE, 
Y’KNOW. I JUST NEVER 
ENDED UP DOING 
ANYTHING 


WITH ІТ. в 


HEY, STRANGER-- 
HOW LONG HAVE 

YOU BEEN 
HERE? 


I JUST еот 
HERE. T CAME IN 
MY BEDROOM 
WINDOW. Т DIDN'T 
THINK ITO BE A 
GOOD IPEA TO LAND 
IN THE YARD AND 
COME IN THE 
FRONT DOOR. À 


WHAT 
АВЕ YOU 


READING? 


፲ ENROLLED IN 
REAL ESTATE 

CLASS. I’M GOING 
TO BE A REALTOR. 

ASSUMING Т DON’T 
SCREW IT UP 
OF COURSE. 


REALLY? WHY 
WOULD YOU DO 


ACTUALLY, Т РО. Т 
SWEAR Т CLEAN THIS 
PLACE WHEN IT DOESN'T 
NEED ІТ. IT'S JUST ME 
HERE NOW--I DON’T 
EVEN HAVE ANYONE 
TO TALK TO MOST OF 
THE TIME. 


I LIKE TALKING TO PEOPLE, I’M GOOD 
WITH NUMBERS, AND I LOVE LOOKING AT 
HOUSES. І THINK THIS’LL BE A GOOD 
JOB FOR ME. Т TAKE А TWO-WEEK CLASS 
AND THEN A TEST AT THE END. IF AMBER 

I PASS THE TEST, ТМ I'M 
IN. INVINCIBLE. 


IT'LL ect Y 
МЕ OUT OF THE 
HOUSE AT LEAST. 


HAS STARTED 
DODGING MY 
CALLS... 


YOU РР 


I TOLD MY WHY DID YOU SO CAN 
GIRLFRIEND О THAT? І AMBER! I 
Iwasa BARELY KNOW LOVE HER, 
SUPERHERO. THIS GIRL! Mom! 


WHAT’S THE 
BIG DEAL? 


JESUS, 
MARK! 


THIS IS 
SERIOUS! 


SHE 
KINDA 
FIGURED 
IT OUT 
ANYWAY. 


CLAIRE’ S 
HUSBAND 15 
A SUPERHERO! 
SHE CAN BE 
TRUSTEP. 


WE'VE GOT TO KEEP 
YEAH, BUT T TRACK OF THIS. IF YOU 
РИР№Т TELL HIM. | THINK OF ANYONE ELSE, 
HE FIGURED IT LET ME KNOW. IF ONE 
OUT, TOO. THIS OF YOUR VILLAINS FIND 
: ta Кс 
АМР UM... AVISASTER. 
WILLIAM. Movies. 


GLASSES 
JUST 


THIS IS 
REALLY 
GETTING OUT 
OF HAND. WHO 


KNOWS? МЕ 
NEED TO MAK 
ALIST. 


HOW WOULD THAT = p = 
HAPPEN? YOU р 
THINK. WILLIAM 
eee РЕКОМ | 
ART’S NOT GOING ( AND IT’S 
TO SELL MY SECRET NOT LIKE ፲ 
TO ል NEWS- | \ Even HAVE 
5 F—— VILLAIN. 
г CN 


STILL, 
YOU SHOULD 
ВЕ МОРЕ 
CAREFUL. 


он, Амр 
መ... WHERE THE 
2 HELL HAVE 


МНЕВЕ МЕ YOU МЕ PIP МАКЕ 
BEEN? WHY ARE 
YOU SMILING 


LIKE THAT? 


ROOM LAST 


[ | 


SS 


ህ 


= 


Е 


"ff 


| UP THOUGH. T 
STAYEP IN НЕК 


I HAVEN’T SEEN YOU 
OR Е СК SINCE WE SAW 
THAT MOVIE LAST NIGHT. 

I THOUGHT YOU TWO 
MIGHT HAVE ELOPEP. 
WHERE’VE YOU 
BEEN? 


NOWHERE. 
NOW LEAVE 
ME ALONE. ТМ 


ASSIGNMENTS 
FROM TODAY. 


FINE, GO. 
NO, DON’T 
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WITH YOU, 
ANGSTROM 
і LEvY. 
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МЕ MAY VERY WELL 
ВЕ CHANGING THE 
COURSE OF HUMAN 
HISTORY ACROSS 

THE MULTI- 


YES, THIS IS AN UNDERTAKING У TO THINK.--IN MERE MOMENTS 
THAT RANKS AMONG OUR HIGHEST WE'LL DOWNLOAD THE MEMORIES 
ACHIEVEMENTS--ANP T THANK YOU OF THOUSANDS OF YOUR 
FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO FURTHER DOPPELGANGERS FROM OTHER 

OUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 4 DIMENSIONS IN ORDER ТО GIVE 
MULTI-VERSE. ^^ YOU THE ABILITY TO SHIFT FROM 
ONE DIMENSION TO THE NEXT 
WITH THE FULL KNOWLEDGE 
OF WHERE YOU'RE 

GOING. 


GIVE ME A MOMENT ONCE THE 
TO LINK OUR MACHINE CONNECTIONS 
TO THE ONES IN ARE MADE, 


OUR SISTER YOU MAY 
DIMENSIONS. F MILL oV PROCEED. 


7 TAKE ል MOMENT-- Y 
BUT IT WILL PUT 
МЕ UNDER GREAT 

STRESS SO WE 
MUST HURRY. 


EXCELLENT. 
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መመ WHATS THAT Ym " 
By Surrosce то ЖО # = 


ዕ 


У T DON’T KNOW--I DON’T T == — 
ነ НЕ EXISTS IN OUR ч Mao 
2 MENSION E HAVE NO Á Т Y Š NAS 


— 


THAT WAS АМ 


NOT GETTING 
AWAY THAT 
Ед“! 


ርን АА 


AN 


JUST 
у BECAUSE МЕ 
(7 DON'T KNOW 


El 
FEEL МҮ MINP-- 
EXPANPING! 


READY FOR 
WHAT’S COMING. 
І PROMISE YOU | 
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Y tuasit-- N 
I'M CHANGING 
MY NAME. 
"INVINCIBLE" JUST 
ISN'T ACCURATE 
ENOUGH. 


WHAT HAPPENED? 

DID EVERYONE GO 

HOME? THEY JUST 
GIVE UP? 


овег-- 
፲ WAS 
SUPPOSED 
TO TAKE MY 
GIRLFRIEND | 
FLYING 
TONIGHT. 


BECAUSE, 
OBVIOUSLY -- 
THEY’RE 
ALREADY 
DEAD. 


THAT'S KINDA WHAT’S 
BOTHERING МЕ--Т MEAN, 
I KNOW THEY WERE 
TRYING TO KILL МЕ АМР 
ALL--BUT LOOK 
AT THEM. 


ІТ JUST 
SOMEHOW 
SEEMS LIKE... 
MORE THAN 
THEY 
DESERVED. 


CLEAN UP CREWS 
ARE EN ROUTE--AND 
THERE’S NO THREAT 

THAT I CAN SEE. 
WE CAN GO. 


COME WITH 
US, INVINCIBLE. 
YOU SHOULD 
PROBABLY GET 
CHECKED OUT 
FOR INJURIES 
BEFORE YOU 
GO HOME. 


OKAY, HE'S CLEARLY 
IN SHOCK. LET’S GET 
HIM OUT OF HERE. WE 
WERE TOO LATE ТО 
HELP--I SEE NO 
REASON TO 
LINGER. 


WITH МЕ-- 
BUT CAN I RIDE 
ON THE FLYING 
THING YOU’VE 

GOT THERE? 

I'M KIND ОР 


AVAILABLE TO МЕ ЕУЕЕҮ 


ІТ WORKED-- I САМ FEEL THE KNOWLEDGE 
THE PROCESS < ў OF ATHOUSANP WORLDS 
WAS ል = ) FLOWING THROUGH МҮ BRAIN-- 
SUCCESS. MORE INFORMATION BECOMES 


= WHY CAN'T 
К д YOU LOO--WHAT’S 
икоме WITH 
МЕ? 


SKOFFI< 


TELL ME і 
OF THIS BOY -- 
THE ONE WHO 
INTERFEREP-- 
CAUSEP THE 
ACCIDENT--AND MY 
DISFIGUREMENT. 


YES--INVINCIBLE--1 Have . 
KNOWLEDGE OF HIM FROM A 
DOZEN WORLDS. HE WILL ВЕ р 
ችው аа FINP--CASY TO 
WORSE. ና 
p W 


AND WHEN I'M РОМЕ, IT'LL 
HUNT DOWN THIS 
INVINCIBLE. 


NO--THIS DIMENSION’S MEDICAL 
TECHNOLOGY 16 LAUGHABLE 
COMPARED TO SOME. I WILL SEEK 
MEDICAL ATTENTION ELSEWHERE-- 


THE EXPLOSION 


ҮЕ6--Т REMEMBER ІТ 


Er 2 (d 
PREMATURE Ч КЕН Oe 


KILL HIM AND HE BROKE 
FREE--AND SHUT 
DOWN THE 

MACHINE. 


TERMINATION. Т 

WASN’T IN THE 
WAPEHOUSE-- 
REMEMBER? 

ኣ РРТНЕ SUPER- 

HERO STOP 


THE 
MACHINE? 


TO FIND 
HIM--BUT 


HE'S CALLED 
"INVINCIBLE." 


COME--YOU’RE HURT. 
WE NEED TO GET YOU 
SOMEWHERE SAFE 
WHERE Т CAN HAVE A 
LOOK AT YOU. Т KNOW 
A DOCTOR WHO 

| 


WHATEVER-- 
JUST GO. 


DON’T EVEN 


THE KINP THAT ТАКЕЗ 
А SENIOR ТЕР TO 
EUROPE. 
MORE THAN MOST STATE 
COLLEGES. SHE WAS PRETTY 
- መ PAMPERED. 


Eo ЖАР A 
„ 


85] | THAT was нер 
FIRST mistake. | 


|! 
| 
| 


||| | 
N | | ши 
HER SECOND MISTAKE WAS В 
REFUSING TO LET GO. DESPITE је 
SOME HEATED PERSUASION 
FROM AN OVER-BEARING 
| GRANDMOTHER. 


HER ТН/ЕР MISTAKE 
WAS BEING SEEN. 


THE LOVE OF HER LIFE’S - = 
GRANDMOTHER WAS ል 41 s 2 | 

PRACTITIONER OF ARCANE ЩЩ SHE WOULD NEVER я | IN тиме SHE 
MAGIC. SPELLS, KNOW EXACTLY | WOULP START TO 
INCANTATIONS, HEXES... ASSUME SHE НАР 


| ши ШАУ ғ 
ap Ё | | А Ў У, EUROPEAN STD. 
с: | = 

BEER E | 


ee 
4 == 


НАР НАРРЕМЕР. 


AT FIRST THE CHANGES WERE 
VERY MUCH INVOLUNTARY. 

4 SOMETHING THAT MADE THE 
PLANE RIDE HOME PRETTY 
DIFFICULT. 


НЕ WAS ВОЕМ INTO 

А POOR FAMILY. НЕ f|.. 
НАР NO FOOD, NO 
MONEY, NO 
FRIENDS... 


жеңи == 
aT NC egt МЕРУ ` 
D Mu е БЭР” Цэн tu 

ዝ 
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ЕТ THEN TNS М 
вот WORSE. 


WILL Give You | m | 

WHATEVER ЩА у ; ASK FOR IN 

YOU'VE ALWAYS RETURN... 
WANTED. — 


Т САМ ТАКЕ 
YOU FROM THIS Ñ 
PLACE, MAKE YOUR 
и Ма ке 
(ESSERE, ОМЕ . THIS 
; > lg m | | | HELL OF YOUR LIFE 
Š Е ILL SOON в 
2 2S ам ПШ ን d 
3 ORY. 


THE DEAL WAS 
MADE. REX WAS 
TAKEN. 


THE ABILITY TO CHARGE 
MOLECULES TO AN UNSTABLE 


HE WAS TRAINED IN 
ALL MANNERS OF 
GYMNASTICS AND 
FIGHTING. 


HIS MUSCLE TISSUE WAS 
CHEMICALLY ALTERED TO 
MAKE IT DENSER--TO 
MAKE HIM STRONGER. 


| FOR A TIME 
НЕ WAS LOYAL. |- 
МЕРУ LOYAL. 


(| AND WHEN НЕ | 


1-| DID... НЕ WAS 
DEVASTATED. | | | ¥ 
Jà \ y ያ 
У 


50 THE NEXT TIME 
REX IS ACTING LIKE 
ል JERK--HAVE A 
LITTLE COMPASSION. 


IT DOESN’T MAKE UP 
FOR EVERYTHING HE'S 
DONE... BUT MAYBE YOU’LL 


ВЕ JUST ALITTLE BIT МОРЕ M 
0 


NDERSTANDING THE NEXT 
TIME HE GOES AND MAKES 
AN ASS OF HIMSELF. 


ES 2 
IT IS UNKNOWN HOW REX ES 
WAS SINGLEP OUT--OR NT 
EXACTLY WHAT HIS USE TO FAR OFF LANPS TO РО VERY 
WAS ULTIMATELY GOING | ВАР THINGS TO VERY ВАР PEOPLE. 
ТО ВЕ. АТ LEAST--HE WAS TOLD THEY 
= WERE BAD PEOPLE. 


UNTIL HE 
ESCAPED. 


HOW LONG CAN I KEEP THIS 
ОР? HOW MANY MORE YEARS 
OF THIS РО І HAVE ІМ ME? 


HG25504 
to LPT wiring 


Ж => 


ЕМ YEARS OF 


I REMEMBER AN 
ACCIPENT--LONG 
AGO. й 


I РЕРЕМРЕР THEM... 


THE LOST COLLEAGUES, THE 
BETRAYAL, THE INJURIES 
I'VE SUSTAINEP--WHAT 
MORE DOES THIS LIFE HAVE 
TO OFFER ME? 


MAYBE IT IS TIME FOR МЕ TO В 
MOVE ON. 


TAKE THE NEXT STEP IN MY 
LIFE OF REBIRTH AND 
REINVENTION--A LIFE T 
HARDLY EVEN REMEMBER... 


М 


I FOUGHT FOR A 
KING’S HONOR. 


I DISCOVERED NEW 
LANDS. 


„AND THEN DEFENDED 


UNTIL EVENTUALLY 
THEM AGAIN. 


DEFENDING THEM 
IN ANOTHER МАУ 
ENTIRELY. 


111] 


Y 
a 111] 


HAVE T LIVED THIS LIFE 
LONG ENOUGH, IS IT 
TIME FOR ME TO MOVE 
ON--LEAVE THIS LIFE 
BEHIND AND BECOME 
SOMEONE NEW? 


HM. MAYBE T'LL STICK WITH IT 
JUST A LITTLE BIT LONGER. 


¡AT [LONG ILAST-- THE 
=== 
(«Сэ um a на Бич 


1 = = 


ANCIENT 2 ኣ .. м НЕ RUTHLESS WARLORD FUNG 
CHINA. | т \ 4 \ СНА WAS FIGHTING HIS WAY ТО 
| ኣ / N THE EMPEROR WITH ONE GOAL IN 


MIND--TAKING CONTROL OF THE 
CHINESE EMPIRE. 


т, FUNG СНА WAS А SKILLED 

А FIGHTER AND WAS MAKING 
HIS WAY THOUGH THE 
EMPEROR’S ELITE GUARD 
WITH LITTLE EFFORT. 


SOME WOULD SAY CHA WAS A FREEDOM 
FIGHTER, SAVING THE WORLD FROM THIS 
EVIL EMPEROR. OTHERS WOULD CLAIM 
CHA WAS LITTLE MORE THAN A POWER 
HUNGRY МАРМАМ. 


REGARDLESS OF 
HIS TRUE MOTIVES, 
HIS GOAL WAS 
ACHIEVED. 


THE SEVENTH GENERATION AFTER 
CHA’S SEVENTH GRANDCHILD WOULD 
ВЕ BURDENED WITH A FAMILY ТОО 
LARGE FOR HIM TO CARE FOR... AND 
IT WOULD DRIVE HIM MAD. 


AS FAR AS 
CURSES 


...FUNG CHA GOT 
OFF LIGHT. 


HUNDREDS OF YEARS LATER, 4 NM не WAS THE SEVENTH 
TSING CHA, DISTANT RELATIVE GENERATION AFTER CHA'S 
OF FUNG CHA, WAS IN THE SEVENTH GRANDCHILD. 
HOSPITAL WITH HIS WIFE, 
MOMENTS BEFORE THE BIRTH 
OF THEIR FIRST CHILD. 


IN A TRAGIC TURN OF FATE, TSING NEVER TOOK A NEW 
TSING’S WIFE DIED IN CHILD- WIFE, AND FOR A TIME IT 
BIRTH. LEAVING TSING TO RAISE 
THEIR TWINS, WHO HE NAMED 
PAUL AND KATE. 


BUT THE EMPEROR’S 
RAGE WOULD NOT BE 
DENIED. 


|| PAUL AND KATE 
WERE MULTIPLYING. 


| IN THE COMING WEEKS THINGS 

| WOULD ONLY GET WORSE--UNTIL | 
TSING LOST HIS MIND UNDER THE 
CONTINUALLY INCREASING 01 
PRESSURE. 


TSING WAS CARTED OFF TO THE 
ASYLUM AND THE HUNDREDS OF 
KATES AND PAULS BECAME 
WARDS OF THE STATE. 


THE SOURCE OF KATE АМР PAUL’S 
POWERS WERE NEVER DISCOVERED, 
DESPITE THE HUNDREDS OF 
SCIENTISTS BROUGHT IN TO STUDY 
THEM OVER TIME. 


= Е == 


WHEN THEY REACHED PUBERTY, , 
CONTROL OF THEIR POWERS, ABLE | | THEY BECAME A TEENAGE 
TO MULTIPLY AND ABSORB THEIR : 

DUPLICATES АТ WILL MORES ን ን 


m 


DUPLI-KATE BECAME ል MEMBER OF 
THE TEEN TEAM AND LATER AN INTEGRAL 

| MEMBER OF THE SECOND VERSION OF THE 
GUARDIANS OF THE GLOBE. WHERE SHE 


CONTINUES TO FIGHT CRIME TO THIS DAY. С 


THE CURRENT WHEREABOUTS 
AND STATUS OF MULTI-PAUL 
ARE UNKNOWN. 


I--I'M SORRY, 
HONEY --1/M SO 
SORRY. 


НЕ STORY STARTED OUT | 
ON A RATHER SAD NOTE-- 


ERICKSON, SIR--T’M 


DOCTOR RODGERS, 


SORRY --THERE WAS == LISTEN TO ME--THERE 
JUST NOTHING I COULD 1-2 - WASN'T ENOUGH TIME ТО 
РО FOR HER. THE BABY YOU ARE OUT OF LINE, GET THE TEST SUBJECT 


DOCTOR BRANDYWORTH-- 
THIS WAS OUR PROJECT--YOU 
SHOULD HAVE CONSULTED ME 
BEFORE YOU CHOSE A 
CIVILIAN HOSPITAL. 


DIED IN CHILDBIRTH-- 
IT WAS OUT OF MY 
HANDS. 


TO THE BASE--THE BABY 
WAS COMING. 


7 AND NOW IT’S DEAD. 
THAT’S MILLIONS OF TAX 
DOLLARS DOWN THE PRAIN, 
BRANDYWORTH. IF YOU MAKE IT 
TO TOMORROW WITHOUT LOSING 
YOUR JOB OVER THIS, 
I'LL BE SURPRISED. 


ADAM AND BETSY WILKINS? 
I HAVE YOUR BABY RIGHT 
HERE. IT WAS TOUCH AND GO 
FOR A WHILE BUT THE 
DOCTORS WERE ABLE TO 
SAVE HER. 


ADAM, SHUSH! 
PLEASE--JUST 
ACCEPT THE 
MIRACLE. 


OUR 
SAMANTHA 

Eve 
WILKINS. 


YOU ALMOST SAID 


Y CHZOH-C-OH- 


IT! SAY APPLE, OH-C-H- 
FROM THERE, THINGS SAMANTHA. CAN YOU iui 2^ መ 


WENT ON PRETTY MUCH 

LIKE ANY NORMAL FAMILY’S 
LIFE--UNTIL THINGS 
STARTED HAPPENING. 


| SAY APPLE? 
№ 


THAT WHAT SHE THOUGHT WAS THE OPP 
BABBLING OF A BABY WAS ACTUALLY THE 
MOLECULAR STRUCTURE OF AN APPLE 

LISTED VERBALLY. 


KEEP PLAYING, ЗАМАМТНА-- 
I JUST HOPE YOUR PARENTS 
DON’T COME HOME EARLY 
TO SEE THAT YOU’RE 
STILL UP. 


- 65 ELECTRONS 
I'LL PUT YOU ARE ESPECIALLY INERT, 
TO BED AS SOON BECAUSE ITS АМР THEREFORE DON’T 
AS ፲ FIGURE OUT VALENCE SAAL OFTEN САР Л 
IS 5710 662, WHICH, BONDS. MERCURY ISN” 
LIQUID EVEN THOUGH | UM...MAKES THE TWO LIKELY TO GIVE UP ITS 
IT’S SURROUNDED OUTER ELECTRONS, AND 
BY SOLIDS ON THE 50 IT INTERACTS WITH 
Y MME Wi 


WE'D ВЕ HAPPY ТО HAVE 
SAMANTHA АТ OUR SCHOOL. 
HER TEST SCORES IN THE 
SCIENCE PORTION ARE SO 
IMPRESSIVE Т/М SURE HER 
KNOWLEDGE IN OTHER 
AREAS WILL SHORTLY BE 
BROUGHT UP TO THE 
SAME LEVEL. 


МЕ’Р EVEN 
ВЕ ABLE TO 
GIVE YOU A 
BREAK ON THE 
TUITION. 


I COULPN’T РО IT, PADI! 
I WAS JUST GOOD AT THE 
SCIENCE STUFF--1'M 
GLAD THEY KICKED 
МЕ OUT! 


I'LL NOT 
HAVE SHOUTING 
AT MY TABLE! 
FINISH YOUR 
DINNER IN YOUR 
ROOM! 


Ç 


፪ 
AFTER THAT--EVERY TIME SOON SHE WAS 
HER PARENTS WOULD LEAVE PUTTING THEM 
HER ALONE, SAMANTHA EVE TO 600? USE. 
WILKINS WOULD PRACTICE 
HER POWERS. 


THERE, 
THERE, DOGGY. 
THEY WON’T BE 
TAKING YOU TO 
EXPERIMENT ON 

NOW. YOU’RE 
SAFE, мом. 


WHOARE N I COULD BE CONSIDERED WHAT YOU’RE DOING IS VERY 
YOU--HOW 1 YOUR FATHER--IN A SENSE. DANGEROUS. I STAGED YOUR 
DID YOU KNOW I GAVE YOU YOUR POWERS-- You were DEATH--REPLACED YOU WITH A 
MY NAME?! IT’S VERY IMPORTANT THE SUBJECT BABY WHO HAD DIED DURING 
> THAT YOU LISTEN OF IN UTERO БЇРТН--60 YOU COULD HAVE 

то ме. EXPERIMENTS-- ALIFE WITH THE WILKINS 
FÜNPEP BY THE FAMILY--BUT YOU 
GOVERNMENT. THEY 
WERE GOING ТО 
TURN YOU INTO A 
WEAPON--BUT I 
SEN ALLOW LEARN OF YOUR 
POWERS BEING 
USED--THEY’LL 
KNOW YOU LIVED-- 
THEY WON'T STOP 
UNTIL THEY 
RECOVER 
YOU. 


YOU MUST STOP THIS AT 
ONCE! STOP USING YOUR 
POWERS FOR ANYTHING-- 
FOREVER-- THEY MUST 
NOT DISCOVER YOU 
SURVIVED. 


ЇР THEY 
FIND YOU--THEY 
WILL TAKE YOU-- 
YOU’LL BE NOTHING 
MORE THAN A 
WEAPON--YOUR 
LIFE AS YOU KNOW 
IT--WILL 
ENP! 


OBVIOUSLY--SHE FOUND xi 


А WAY TO AVOIP ALL THIS, 
BUT THAT'S A STORY FOR 
ANOTHER TIME. 


« forthe cover of this volume. The trade-dress for 
these collections has become a cool pose of: 
Mark with panels behind him, depicting things 
that happened in this volume. So here's another ` 
one. Bill Crabtree absolutely hates this idea. It ` 
bugs him to no end to have to come up with a 
different color scheme for what is essentially the . 
4 same cover every time. In ап effort to accom- 
, modate Bill without abandoning this theme: 
: (which | LIKE) we're trying something a little 
( 


different with Volume 6. Which you guys will” 

see when that volume is released. 4 
Оп [ከፀ following page, you'll see Ryan's attempt „ 
to get ahead of the game on Invincible poses for 

these trade paperbacks. We'll probably eventu- : 
ally use one or two of these. Probably the one in 
the center with the guns | 


the one with Darkwing surfing on Invincible's 
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Invincı DIE 
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the way И should have. | think the final version we used looked much better. . ኡሪ . . 
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A issue. | hope you cats liked that one. І tried something a little 1 


different for it and to be honest, some people ош there just didn't dig . 4 E 
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hne pencils to the big 0 issue. | had а lot of fun with this issue too. Recaping things while strengthening Mark and Amber's 


ፍሩ “ае 


Here's a sketch for the cover to issue 24 along with а ` Pg Қ 
redesign for the new Darkwing. І was reluctant to bring 54, 
back any of the original Guardians of the Globe members | 
because, lets face it, they were pretty derivative of other, | 
slightly more well. know characters. But the story [በ ' қ um 


issue 21 is actually part of a larger subplot that will be 


taking center stage in future issues and so | couldn't i 


resist. And... | like the name Darkwing. So there. 


More Allen. You all love 
Allen as much 85 | do right? 
| hope $0. When Allen got 
heat all to crap in issue 23 | 
sent the splash page of him 
all ripped up out to some 
friends who hadn't read the ed 
issue yet, knowing they'd 

think І had killed him. Cory : 
+ Walker especially was 
' MIGHTY pissed. I had quite 
. а lime reading all their 
, responses. Allen is here to 2 
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qué TIME! 


B Just some drawings Ryan did for fun. 
Nothing to read here, move along. 


Another drawing Ryan did for 
fun, along with some layouts 
for issues 21 and 24. 
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ше « Just some random fun. Mark as a zombie, Invincible fighting some 


2 2 14. Scott's a pal of mine, and an Invincible fan... so of course, it only | 
22. seemed to be a matter of time before the characters met, and I sure as 


л + һе wasn’t going to do it in THIS book... heh. 


за Ё. 
Я | 
| Bet Dirty Әеміһб gagy!!! 


ве 2 MORE oF A 
ወብ / | Clos oF 
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E random other superhero whom І do not recognize whatsoever. And the f. Үй 
“е. * sketches for the cover to Scott Kurtz’s Invincible crossover in PVP issue 


result. One day we were talking about ወ6 
. how funny Mark would look with a > 
Е . mustache when ће got older. Him being 9 
2. Viltrumite and all, he'd HAVE to have 77 
Y 2 one... and how it'd be cool if he had a new Ч 


- The next day | got these sketches. 


MARK GRAYSON 
AGE 20 


sort of brain related deformity, since he was absorb- 
ing the minds of all his doubles. This being comics, 
*  though--just about every brain-related kind of 
` deformity you can imagine has been done. So my 
idea was to have Angstrom's brains expand down 
into his shoulders and back. | figured that would 
look cool. Ryan's first attempt was too standard, 
and he didn't quite get my "shoulders and back" 
- suggestion--which is why І got the “Look how dumb 
you are, Robert" Alien-style Angstrom sketch. Since 
Ryan wasn't quite getting what І wanted, І brought in 
.. Cory to see what he could do. Cory seemed to get 
what | wanted, his designs were mighty cool, 
actually. Using those as a basis, Ryan was able to 
wrap his head around what | wanted and the final 
design for deformed Angstrom was born. We'll be 
seeing more of this guy VERY soon. 


The plan for Angstrom Levy was for him to be turned | 
into a deformed freak. | wanted to give him some - 


| 


Over the next bit of pages іп this sketchbook we'll be sharing with you some of Ryan's marker drawings he's been doing а! conven- 
tions for people. If you ever see Ryan at a con, ask for one of these puppies. They're worth whatever he's charging... unless he's 
charging too much. 


РА ж ж 
2002006 966° 
0000000000090 


ay Py + 


‘ ts 
па SITE e ፉ be Tes ve 
ዝክ ісу 4 906 Фе 9052708708 
ж 
te, ее * o, 200 200 C e Фо. 200 де der ж +, ** 


That's all they drew, kids. | hope you enjoyed this sketchbook section as much as | did. 


-Robert Kirkman 
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